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The Midnight Mass 
May the Divine Infant Bestow on You His Christmas Peace! 
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Help Build the Rock-of-Peter Foundation 


The Largest Endowment Fund ever blished for religious, charitable and philanthropic purposes in the 
world, as fat as we are aware, is the Rockefeller Foundation, aggregating five hundred millions at the time John 
D. Rockefeller died. The knowledge of this stupendous endowment inspired the question — WHY NOT 
ESTABLISH A ROCK-OF-PETER FOUNDATION? 

This is the age of trusts and combinations of wealth that almost stagger the imagination with their vast- 
~ wa not seize upon this operative principle of our day and utilize it for the extension of the Kingdom 
of G 

The thought is not original with the President of the Union-That- Nothing- Be-Lost. In fact it has been 
already put into working order by the Principal Missionary Societies of our time, notably the Propagation of 
the Faith, the Catholic Church Extension Society and the Society of the Divine Word. All that is original in 
our own Missionary Union is the Name we have chosen — the Rock-of-Peter Foundation. BUT THAT IN 
ITSELF IS AN INSPIRATION! It speaks of durability, of strength, of power and success. 

Will you not, dear Reader, become a Rock-of-Peter Foundation Builder? CONE MAN is the Builder of 
the Rockefeller Foundation—the Rock-of-Peter Foundation, on the contrary, is being builded by a MULTITUDE 
of Catholic men and women, who, esteeming the Faith they confess as dearer than life itself, wish to preach 
and propagate it to the ends of the earth. 

As one Practical Way in which YOU can help the Foundation, we ask you to REMEMBER IT IN 
YOUR WILL. The Form of Bequest you can use is as follows: 


I will and bequeath to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., of Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., 
for the Rock-of-Peter Foundation, the sum of $.. 





For fuller information, address: 


THE ROCK-OF-PETER FOUNDATION 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





THE LAMP NOX-KWIK 


A CATHOLIC MONTHLY 
Published by the Society of the Atonement, in the 
Interest of Church Unity and the Missions Good For — 


Muscular soreness, bruises and sprains 


The Subscription Price of THE Lamp is One Oak Poison 
Dollar per annum or twenty-five dollars for 
life. Single copies, ten cents. Subscribers who : ; 
do not receive the magazine regularly should Neuralgic pains 
at once inform us. Ivy Poison and insect bites 

Change of Address—Do not fail to notify 
Tue Lamp promptly if at any time you Change 
Your Address. Be sure to give Old Address as Excellent rub for Athletes and chapped 
well as the new. This is most important. hands 

Duplicate Copies—We beg to be notified in 
every instance where a Subscriber gets Two 
copies while only subscribing for one. 


External irritation 


Rheumatic pains 


A Lamp Reader in Philadelphia, ordering 
another bottle, writes: 
“It surely is the best liniment I have ever 


Remittances should be sent by postoffice or used for rheumatic pains and stiffness in the 
express money orders, drafts or registered let- knees."-— E. D. 
ters. Be careful to state what the money you . 
send is for; whether it is a Renewal, a New Price 50c 
Subscription, or a Donation of some sort. 

Correspondence — Address _ editorial com- NOX-KWIK CO. 
munications to THE Lamp, Graymoor, Garri- A.B.C. 713 Homestead St., Baltimore, Md. 


son, N. Y. Communications regarding sub- 
scriptions should be addressed to THE Lamp, 
Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. When you order, mention THE Lamp 


Test it ONCE and you will use it aLways! 
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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BRIGHTNESS, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp.—lIsaias vxu, 1. 





Published by the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. Subscription price, One Dollar per year. Entered 
as second class matter at the Post Office at Peekskill, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for 
mailing at a special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized January 30, 
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SPECIAL REQUEST TO OUR READERS 


You will do us a great favor if, in the event of your receiving more than one copy of The Lamp or 
any of our literature, you notify us at once to that effect—Father Paul James Francis, S.A.—Bditor. 





The Memoirs of Lurana Mary Francis 


MOTHER FOUNDRESS OF THE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 
By E. U. Lex 


CHAPTER LIII 
THE Lawsuit ConTINUEs. 


Monday, February 26th: 

Father went to New York today to meet by appoint- 
ment Mr. Hunt, the lawyer appointed by Judge Keogh 
in our case. 

Father returned this evening. It seems that even if 
the Attorney General took up the case for the State 
(which is most unlikely) I—representing the Sisters 
of the Atonement—would have to cooperate, which 
would mean practically the same as putting the matter 
through on our own account, which I have committed 
myself not to do, believing it to be against the will of 
God and Saint Francis. But Mr. Hunt, as well as Mr. 
Dempsey, our regular lawyer, both declare that we 
have a strong case in equity and that it is a shame to 
let it go by default. Our Reverend Father entirely 
sympathizes with my attitude and approves of it, but 
lately he has seemed to feel strongly his own responsi- 
bility as pastor of the Congregation of Saint John’s, 
and is questioning whether he should stand by (as he 
is named as a defendant in the suit) and permit the 
Church to be taken from his people. All this renews 
the question that to me was settled—i.e., of my proper 
course of action. I do know that I am entirely at peace 
when I adhere to my previous decision. But tonight 
I felt the full weight of all the loss this dear spot 
involves and for the first time I had a good cry over it. 


Sunday, March 3rd: 
This morning just before the 10 A. M. Mass the 


Station Agent at Garrison telephoned to us a telegram 
from Miss Chadwick in Washington, saying that she 
would defend in court our occupancy of this property. 
We are deeply grateful for this sudden turn, and 
surely it is good Saint Joseph, to whom we are now 
making a Novena, who is coming to the rescue. 


ComMMENT: This intervention of Miss Chadwick 
was most opportune and fortunate for the Sisters. For 
the second time it prevented the property being handed 
over to the prosecution through default on the part of 
defendants to defend their case according to the usual 
procedure of the courts. Miss Chadwick had cham- 
pioned the cause of the Sisters from the very begin- 
ning. As early as April, 1910, she had written a letter 
to the Editor of The Living Church, the principal Reli- 
gious Weekly of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States. The letter deserves a place alongside of that 
of Mother Lurana to the lawyers for the appellants 
and we accordingly introduce it here: 


To the Editor of THe Livine CHURCH: 

May I ask the courtesy of your columns for a word on 
the matter anent which much that is erroneous and exag- 
gerated has already appeared, the time seeming to me now 
ripe to let fall a few drops of cold fact into the seething 
cauldron of recrimination and misrepresentation as to the 
mission and convent of Graymoor? 

During the incumbency of the Rev. A. Z. Gray as rector 
of St. Philip’s, at Garrison, some time in the seventies, a 
piece of land, about half an acre in extent, in the heart of 
the hills some three miles from Garrison, was given to him 
by its owner, a farmer of the neighborhood, with the under- 
standing that a “Union” chapel for the use of Methodists, 
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Episcopalians, etc., was to be erected on the site. Mr. Gray 
built at his own expense a small chapel, seating about fifty 
people, where he held services until he left the parish, 
when the work at St. John’s was taken up by the Rev. Mr. 
Seabury of Fishkill (the parish of St. Philip’s even then 
taking no interest in the work), and continued until his 
death. After Mr. Seabury’s death the chapel remained 
closed for ten years, during which no attempt was ever 
made to hold services there. 

In 1898 I returned to Garrison after a long absence and 
wus told by a devout member of Mr. Gray's congregation 
of the state into which the chapel of St. John's-in-the- 
Wilderness had fallen, and on visiting it, | found that it 
was being used by tramps as a lodging house (it is on the 
main road to Peekskill), the doors having been broken down, 
the carpet pulled up to make a bed near the stove, the ends 
of the pews and the stuffing of the hassocks burned in the 
stove. The roof was full of holes, the plaster fallen down, 
and over a hundred panes of glass were broken. 

Moved by the wreck of a building which had once been 
used for Divine service, I appealed to two friends who 
were occupying my mother’s house at Garrison, and together 
we cleaned the chapel with our own hands (its condition 
wus so filthy that we could not hire any one to do it), and 
repaired it at our own expense, except that a bill for re- 
shingling and plastering was generously paid by the Rev. 
Walter Thompson. 

We asked permission of the then rector of St. Philip's to 
open the chapel for Sunday school. He held that the parish 
of St. Philip’s was not, and never had been, responsible for 
St. John’s, which was, to use his own words, a private pos- 
session, or “chapel at ease” of the Rev. Mr. Gray. He held 
also that the Methodist Church was the best church for the 
country people: but he, not acknowledging jurisdiction over 
St. John’s, did not feel that he could forbid our doing what 
we wished. 

We accordingly reopened St. John’s with a religious 
service, for which a friend volunteered, and held Sunday 
school ourselves for some months. I think it was in the 
second summer that we secured the services of a clergyman, 
who came regularly from Peekskill, we paying him a stated 
sum for each service, and for several years we raised this 
sum by our own efforts and so supported the services at 
St. John's, with neither help, sympathy, counsel, nor coun- 





A snap-shot of the Convent and St. John’s, taken 
probably in 1899 and sent to Graymoor from 
Florence, Italy, after Miss Chadwick’s death. 
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tenance from St. Philip's as a 
parish, such money contribu- 
tions as we received from 
the residents of Garrison be- 
ing given to us out of friend- 
ship and admiration for the 
earnest and persevering enthu- 
siasm of the two friends men- 
tioned. So far as I know, no 
incumbent of St. Philip's ever 
set foot in St. John’s to hold 
service during this entire 
period; we hired and paid 
for every service ever held in 
the chapel, except a few 
voluntary ones by friends 
from New York. 





Julia Halsted Chadwick 


About ten years ago Father 
Paul Wattson and Reverend 
Mother Lurana of the Society of the Atonement were 
introduced to one of my friends and we were more than 
glad to accept their proposal to relieve us of the heavy 
burden we had borne for so many years (having failed to 
arouse any interest in the work in the parish of Saint 
Philip's), and very happy to install them (the Sisters of 
the Atonement) at Graymoor, where they spent their first 
year in a farmhouse which they hired, about a mile from 
the chapel. 


From that day to this they lived and worked in this 
wilderness, having built themselves a modest home on part 
of the original half acre, the other property held by the 
Society of the Atonement in the vicinity having been pur- 
chased later with funds supplied by their friends. During 
this time they have been, for the most part, ignored by the 
parish of St. Philip’s and its incumbents, until the recent 
event of their reception into the Roman communion, which 
has aroused the storm to which your columns bear witness. 


During the years when we were supporting the chapel 
the largest congregation of which we have any record was 
twenty odd persons; in summer fourteen was occasionally 
the number, in winter it sank to three or four, but the 
The late Bishop 
Potter refused to recognize the work or to confirm there, 
as he held it was not a strong-enough mission. 


average for the year was six or eight. 


At present, with the large number of men on the Aqueduct 
work, many of whom have brought their families and live 
in the vicinity, the chapel is crowded at every service. 
Putting prejudice aside, it would seem that the law of supply 
and demand might be applied even to the case of a missiou 
chapel in an isolated mountain district, and that (the 
Episcopalians having had their innings of some twelve years 
without much success), given a total absence of Episce- 
palians and a plethora of Roman Catholics in the imme 
diate neighborhood, it would be more sensible to have 4 
Roman Catholic Chapel, which is needed, than an Episeo- 
pul Mission, which is neither needed or wanted. This, 
however, is an argument which, I am well aware, carries 
no weight where religious prejudice is concerned, else the 
offer of the Society to purchase the stony acre would have 
been accepted, as a solution of the problem more in accord 
with common sense as well as with dignity, and a regret 
table Church scandal might have been avoided. 


The present state of affairs gives but too tempting occa 
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don for the foes of all churches 

te quote, but with a difference, 

the old phrase: “See how these 

Christians love one another!” 
Very respectfully, 


Jutia HALstep CHADWICK. 


uJ 

EpitoriAL Note: Miss Julia 
Chadwick spent the last years 
of her life in Italy and as late k 
as May, 1936, the Father 
General, accompanied by his 
Secretary, Fr. Stephen, S.A.. 
returning from Rome and 
Assisi, went to Florence for 
the express purpose of visit- 
ing Miss Chadwick. She was 
then past eighty, but still full 
of vigor and energy, living in 
a villa on the outskirts of 
beautiful Florence, sur- 
rounded by her pets—for like 
St. Francis she loved the 
animals, particularly cats. 

Of course, we discussed 
Graymoor events and the 
story of the famous lawsuit. 

We reminded her that Miss 

Elliot had passed the last 

months of her life as a guest 

of the Sisters at Our Lady’s 

Hostel, after having some- 

time previously been received into the Catholic Church, 
and that she was buried in the habit of a Tertiary Sis- 
ter, that her sister, Mrs. Nicholson, had also, years 
ago became a Catholic and continued to be a very 
devout one, and we hinted in this regard that she 
should follow their example. But she was quite positive 
that having been an Anglican so long, she would die 
an Anglican. 

It was a source of great satisfaction to the Father 
General that just before her death she changed her 
mind and of her own volition sent for a Catholic priest. 
She died on the eve of the Feast of the Immaculate 









Infant King. 


cA Christmas Wish 


To all the Members of the Union- 8 

That - Nothing - Be - Lost, the faithful pon id nes 
Subscribers of The Lamp, and the are two very Gk snapensts 
countless other Friends whose gener- 

ous support has been our mainstay 

and has shed luster on the work of 

the Society of the Atonement for the 

Glory of God and the Salvation of 

Souls, we wish a Christmas full of ; 

grace and blessing and peace from the 
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Conception that same year, 
December 7th, 1936, fortified 
by the last Sacraments of the 
Catholic Church. A friend of 
hers in Florence, Miss Jean A. 
Poivier, sent a photograph of 
Miss Chadwick, taken with 
one of her beloved cats im her 
lap, in the garden of the villa, 
on the back of which she had 
written: “Died in the Catho- 
lic Faith on Monday, Decem- 
ber 7th. She loved you all 
very much and spoke often of 
you.” On the back of Miss 
Chadwick’s card she wrote 
again: “I found these kodaks 
in this envelope addressed to 
you, so I am sending them 

The kodaks referred to 


of the Convent at Graymoor 
and St. John’s in the Wilder- 
ness, taken probably as early 
as 1899, shortly after the Con- 
vent was erected by Mother 
Lurana and when it was first 
occupied by the Sisters of the 
Atonement. 


(To be continued) 


TEEPE we 





H. P. C., New Brunswick, N. J.: I prayed to Mother 
Lurana, asking her to intercede with Our Lord to cure a 
nasty cold which Katherine It was very necessary 
for her to continue to go to work and she was really too 
ill to get out of bed. I promised Mother Lurana that if the 
cold were cured I would ask to have it published in The 


had. 


Lamp. I said nothing to Kay about the prayer. That night 
when I met Kay at the office she looked a lot better 
and late that evening she told me that about two o'clock 


in the afternoon her head suddenly cleared and the head 
cold was entirely gone. 
suddenly 


She said the cold had vanished so 
that it made her feel queer. 





This question is being asked again and again. 


but well. 





Your Life of Theresa Neumann. When Will It Be Published? 


the book, some of them months and months ago, for asking this pertinent question. 


We can assure our Readers that, assisted by Mr. Harré, we are now revising the original manu- 
script, adding much new matter and doing our best to get the book out some time after Easter. 

That time, we believe, will be very opportune. Her death was widely heralded through the secular 
press some weeks ago, but the Chancellor of the Bishop of Regensburg, Germany, in whose diocese 
Konnersreuth is situated, has officially denied the report and declared that Theresa is not only still alive, 


Two dollars is the price at which the forthcoming book, “Theresa Neumann, the Mystic Maid of 
Bavaria” will be sold to the public, but Readers of The Lamp will receive it for One Dollar, provided 
it is ordered in advance when renewing subscription for another year to The Lamp. 


Surely we cannot blame the many who have paid for 


Fr. Paul James Francis, S.A., Editor. 




















The Shadow on the Cross in Germany 


By THE Baroness CATHERINE De HueckK 
Who Recently Returned After a Two Months’ Stay in Europe. 


The Church was filled to the door. 
Women, men and children: all were 
there. LEefore the confessional, a 
long line of people waited pa- 
tiently, fingering their Rosaries. 
Before the Altar reverently, slowly, 
a priest was saying Mass. 

Outside the sun was shining on 
the beautiful opera square—with 
its massive decorative buildings of 
which the Roman Catholic Church 
of St. —— was one of the best. Its 
Byzantine style seemed to biend 
well with the gray walls of the 
palaces and the endless perspec- 
tive of many majestic avenues, 
running into the high square. 

At that moment, the latter was 
all decorated with long blood-red 
streamers in the middle of which, 
mournful and gigantic, a black swastika trembled in 
the wind. Up and down the square in serried ranks 
were marching gray clad soldiers, black clad soldiers, 
brown clad soldiers—but each had one thing in com- 
mon around his arm—the same red-black swastika! 
They passed within the shadow of the church which, 
through a strange freak of shadow and light, projected 
far away the shadow of its great cross, and over which 
the soldiers tramped back and forth! Symbolic? 
Perhaps of days so near, yet still hidden from 
mankind! The swastika and the Cross soon to be 
locked in a death struggle: already there, in fact. 

In the Church all was quiet and cool. The young 
priest stood now in the pulpit and spoke gently of 
suffering, pain, patience and forgiveness; calling the 
faithful to fortitude and forgiveness! A stray beam 
of sunshine fell on his golden hair—which shone like 
a halo against the darkness of a medieval tapestry ... 
Did he know how prophetic were going to be his 
words ? 

How silent was his congregation . . . here and there 
one could hear a stifled sob. He went on speaking, 
his words punctuated from the outside by the heavy 
tramp of soldiers’ boots against stone pavements. 


*_ ¢*+ &¢ & *& 


The house of the great dignitary of the Church was 
cool and dark, soft the red carpet on the stairs, deserted 
the halls and waiting rooms. An air of silence, preg- 
nant silence, filled with breathless, sorrowful waiting, 
seemed to fill the whole place. I shivered. What was 
I doing here? Why did I have to come and disturb 
with my inquisitiveness this place of sorrow? Why 
did my mind swiftly travel back through the dim cen- 
aed and stop before the silent Christ facing Pilate? 

y 





The door opened and a young, 
silent girl, beckoned me to follow 
her past windows, walls, rooms, and 
all the time that same frightening 
silence. At last a big room, a desk, 
at which was seated a man. A 
Bishop with an ascetic face, long 
aristocratic hands . . . but all I can 
see are his eyes. In them is such 
a wealth of pain and sorrow that | 
want to turn my face away, yet can- 
not. Like one hypnotized, I sit 
there. The girl has left, we are 
alone. Silence again enfolds us in 
its mantle yet it seems to shout 
into my ears of unspeakable things 
... of the crucifixion of hearts, and 
minds and souls. 


Awkwardly I ask clumsy ques. 

tions: “Is it true that all primary 

and secondary Catholic schools, as well as Catholic 

colleges are closed already, or are in the process of 

closing?” The answer comes in a low cultured voice 

filled with pain: “Yes, they are.” Again that preg. 
nant silence fills the room. 

Little by little, through monosyllabic questions and 
answers—but even more through the eloquent silence 
that greets some of my questions—the picture of 
Catholic life in the Third Reich stands before me— 
not clearly etched—far from it! Rather like a view 
vividly illuminated, here full of shadows and dark- 
ness there, yet clear enough to understand why the 
prelate who sits so quietly before me has eyes almost 
filled with tears that he seems to hold back only 
by a superhuman will. 

All Catholic schools except nursery ones are either 
closed or in the process of closing. So are colleges 
and many seminaries. All children have to attend 
secular schools where Nazi teaching permeates all 
subjects. True, all denominations, Catholics included, 
are allowed two to three hours a week for religious 
teaching by priests or ministers who come to these 
schools. But great pains are taken to contradict their 
teachings—by racism, biology and a specific form of 
racial evolution and Nazi morality which allows them 
to write above the door of a young girls’ hostel: “Not 
everyone of you can be a wife, but all of you can be 
mothers.” 

The main worry of the German Bishops at presett 
is the fate of their teaching orders. They are trying 
to find willing and friendly nations that will give them 
shelter and peace. 

The Catholic Centre Party is, and has been now for 
years, of course, only a memory. The Catholic corpo 
ral and spiritual works of mercy which covered with 
such a powerful network the whole of Germany, att 
dying out. Catholic Action, as well as Catholic Social 
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DONT YOU Kwow') ot A 
ME? (M LIBERTY) 2 








An old cartoon, source unknown, which aptly applies to the Nazi-Soviet situation today. 
by the youngster, be the prey of the cunning Bear of Bolshevism? 


Service of which the Caritas Verein was the strongest, 
barely exists. Daily its activities are curtailed. Daily 
its funds are cut. Last year it received three million 
reichmarks. But hourly, almost, this year it expects 
to close its doors as more and more the National Social- 
ist Social Service takes matters in its hands. 

Churches are yet open and still filled... but for how 
long? It seems as if the Black Pagan Swastika wanted 
to conquer the straight simple Cross. Hitler, the 
Pagan, against Christ the Jew? The odds are uneven. 
Christ will conquer. 

But the price for Christians will still be Golgotha. 
It has always been thus—yet German Catholics will 
remain faithful I know, even at the price of their lives. 

I take my leave, kneeling at the feet of the man of 
sorrows, who is a Bishop, asking him to bless me. . 
which he does, sending his blessing also to the Catho- 
lics of America who are as yet free, begging them to 
pray for the Church in Germany! 

Will we? I hope that the Readers of THE Lamp 
will answer—as one soul—Yes—for our brothers over 
there need above all else our prayers. 

Lord, have mercy on Germany and her people! 


Apropos of the foregoing, we may recall the declara- 
tion not so long ago of the renegade Esthonian Jew, 
Alfred Rosenberg, whose pagan ideologies won him 
the favor of the Nazi leaders so that he was given the 
power of life and death over the Christian churches 
of Germany. In his newspaper, National Sozialitische 
Monatshafte, Rosenberg boasted that “it is no longer 
true that the body belongs to the State and the soul 
to the Church.” Instead, he asserted that “the whole 
man belongs, body and soul, to the German nation and 
the German State. The latter has taken all matters 
of Faith under its control.” 

Since Rosenberg came to power in the Nazi group 
of dictators he has carried out a wholly vicious and 
demoniacal campaign to destroy all Christian Faith. 
Protestant, Catholic, Lutheran and other Christian 
bodies have suffered, but have fought valiantly, and 
hot without success, against the pagan philosophy of 
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Rosenberg and his cohorts who have but one aim, the 
reign of Antichrist among a fine people who have for 
centuries been the greatest champions of Christian 
achievement and culture. The closing of churches and 
schools continues apace, and malignant persecution is 
the almost daily portion of the ministers of religion. 
This applies particularly to the Catholic priesthood and 
even the gentle women who have consecrated their 
lives and talents to the service of God and their 
fellow-men as members of Religious Orders have felt 
the heavy Nazi hand of oppression. In recent months 
some 687 monasteries and convents have been closed, 
and in Bavaria alone, long a Catholic stronghold, of 
the 5,223 Catholic free schools that existed before the 
accession to power of Hitler, not one remains. This is 
a flagrant violation of the Bavarian concordat with the 
Holy See, and of the concordat concluded between the 
Reich and the Vatican in 1933. 

The 780,000 Catholic children who were being edu- 
cated in Catholic schools, now are forced to follow a 
curriculum impregnated with Rosenberg’s “conceptions 
of National Socialist life,” and which systematically 
seeks to woo them away from the Church. 

In Moscow, officials of the Soviet Godless Associa- 
tion view Nazi activities with growing delight. 

“The German neo-pagans,” crowed Walter Trop- 
pau, an officer of the association, “are just as godless 
as the Soviet people, as both consider Christianity 
their deadly enemy, as long as its influence remains 
unbroken.” 

Another godless official, Mucharshik, expressed the 
same view while speaking at a public meeting in Kiev. 

In spite of the trials and tribulations which beset 
those of Christian belief in present day Germany, the 
fire of intense Faith in a Divine Redeemer still burns 
strongly in the hearts of the German people and wil! 
one day burst forth into a flame which will destroy the 
enemies of God and purify the land which has been 
defiled by the little satraps of Satan who are but aping 
the fiendish example in words and deeds of the arch 
foe of Christianity who reigns in Soviet Russia, 
Stalin—the living embodiment of Antichrist. 
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In following pages we are quoting the more salient 
paragraphs of the first Encyclical of Pope Pius XII, 
and all who have labored and prayed for the consum- 
mation of Christian Unity will gain encouragement and 
an uplifting of spirit from the words of Our Holy 
Father who sees so clearly, as all reasonable minded 
men must see, that the only hope for the salvation of 
humanity from the pestilence of war, economic unrest 
and other ills which presently afflict the world so 
grievously, is to return to the teachings of God the 
Father—the brotherhood of man in the Unity of 
Christ. 

Among the most vital comments which highlight the 
Holy Father’s Encyclical and which must impress 
themselves on the consciousness of all who read them 
are these: 

“What age has been,” the Pope asked, “for all its 
technical and purely civic progress, more tormented 
than ours by spiritual emptiness and deep-felt interior 
poverty? 

“The difficulties, anxieties and trials of the present 
hour, arouse, intensify and refine, to a degree rarely 
attained, the sense of solidarity in the Catholic family. 
They make all believers in God and in Christ share 
the consciousness of a common threat from a common 
danger. 

“At the head of the road which leads to the spiritual 
and moral bankruptcy of the present day stand the 
nefarious efforts of not a few to dethrone Christ; the 
abandonment of the law of truth which He proclaimed 
and of the law of love which is the life breath of His 
kingdom. 

“One may hope,” the Supreme Pontiff said, “that 
this hour of direst need may bring a change of outlook 
and sentiment to those many who, till now, have 
walked with blind faith along the path of popular 
modern errors unconscious of the treacherous and 
insecure ground on which they trod. 

“The present age, by adding new errors to the doc- 
trinal aberrations of the past, has pushed these to 
extremes which lead inevitably to a drift towards 
chaos.” 

When the Editor of THE Lamp initiated the Church 
Unity Octave here at Graymoor more than thirty years 
ago, he was not' motivated by the simple idea of promot- 
ing a movement which would appeal solely to pious 
sentiment, laudable as that might be, but was actuated 
by the more practical reasons which had their founda- 
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That All May Be One in the Unity of Christ! 


tion in years of study, while still outside the Fold of 
Peter, of the lamentable situation confronting the 
world in the divisions and subdivisions among the 
millions professing Christ as the Divine Redeemer. 
He knew he was but one of many, perhaps millions, 
who deplored the chaos among dissident Christians 
which was rapidly corroding the links binding hv- 
manity to the anchor of Faith. With the conviction 
of this truth he determined on a course of action, the 
inauguration of the Church Unity Octave, which today, 
under the blessing of God, has become world-wide in 
its observance, not only among the Catholic faithful 
but among denominations of non-Catholic Christians. 

With Prayer as its motivating power, the Church 
Unity Octave has long been the leaven promoting the 
growth of a healthy and ever-growing trend toward 
that Unity envisioned by Our Lord on the eve of His 
death when He prayed that All may be One, as Thou 
Father, in Me, and I in Thee. The Octave obsery- 
ance year after year has had the benign influence o/ 
inducing more and more of those outside the Fold of 
Peter to study the whole question of Christian Unity 
and such study has undoubtedly been the means 0! 
bringing to uncounted souls the grace of the Tm 
Faith. On the other hand the many still outside the 
Fold of Peter who are not yet prepared to accept the 
claims of the Catholic Church as the One, Holy 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church founded by Jesus 
Christ, continue to pray and study, sincerely seeking 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

MANY MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN HIERARCHY HAVE 
ZEALOUSLY PROMOTED THE OBSERVANCE OF THE 
CuHurcH Unity OcTAVE EACH YEAR IN THEIR DIOCESES 
AND THE FAITHFUL HAVE NOT BEEN SLOW IN 
RESPONDING. 

The Superiors of Religious houses of men and 
women have also adopted the Octave as their very 
own. It is our hope and expectation that its observ- 
ance next month in this, or own beloved country, 80 
happily free from the horrors of war, will be so wide 
spread as to make up for any diminution which the 
conflict abroad may create in the crescendo of prayet 
for the sublime cause of Christian Unity in the Fold 
of Peter. 


THE Octave OBSERVANCE AMONG ANGLICANS 


It is with immense satisfaction that THe Lamp points 
to the phenomenal growth of the Church Unity Octave 
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observance among the Anglicans, particularly in Eng- 
land. Last year fifteen hundred of the Church of Eng- 
land clergy observed the Octave in their churches and 
one-half of these intimated to the Church Unity Coun- 
cil their full acceptance of the dogmatic faith of Rome. 
Forty Communities of Anglican Religious kept the 
Octave most faithfully with the same daily intentions 
as are used in the Catholic Church, including the peti- 
tion of January 20th, viz, “The submission of Anglicans 
to the authority of the Vicar of Christ.” 

The Living Church, the leading publication of the 
Episcopal Church in the United States, in its issue for 
November 29th carries the following news-item: 

“London—The Supe- 
riors of all the Angli- 
can religious com- 
munities for men in 
England have issued 
an appeal for ‘the ‘uni- 
versal prayer of Chris- 
tians for Christian 
Unity.’ 

“The signatories re- 
call that in 1908, cer- 
tain Anglicans in Eng- 
land and America in- 
augurated the annual 
Octave from January 
18th to 25th of prayer 
for reunion, and that in 
their case this prayer 
had as its chief inten- 
tion the corporate re- 
union of separated 
Christian bodies with 
the Roman Communion 
on the basis of full 
dogmatic agreement. 

“They also point out 
that the observance of 
this Octave spread to 
the continent, and is 
now very widely kept 
by Catholics, Orthodox 
and Protestants in 
France, Belgium, Italy, 
Germany, Sweden, 
Hungary and Poland, 
and has also spread in 
the U. S. A. and to the 
Far East. 

“The Superiors desire to see this movement, not 
superseded, but expanded, so that prayer may be 
dffered for the reunion of all separated Christians, 
and in this they have the entire good will of the 
council for the Church Unity Octave.” 

Mention in the above news-item of “the Universal 
Prayer of Christians for Christian Unity” recalls to 
mind the zealous activities of the Abbe Couturier of 
Lyons, France, not only in the promotion of our own 
fom of the Church Unity Octave observance as 
decreed by Pope Benedict, but the great and beneficient 
work he has accomplished in his friendly efforts to aid 
our non-Catholic brethren in France and England in 
their study of the question of Church Unity. His 
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“Other Sheep I have, them also I must bring, that there may be 
One Fold and One Shepherd.” 
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ready and sympathetic understanding of this problem 
as it applies to those outside the Fold of Peter, has 
earned for him the friendship and appreciation of a 
great number of the Anglican and Orthodox church- 
men. The Abbe Couturier is the author of many 
articles on Christian Unity which have appeared in 
European journals, both Catholic and non-Catholic, 
and he has a happy faculty of expression in promoting 
the aforementioned “Universal Prayer for Christian 
Unity” as one great means of friendly, tactful ap- 
proach, to the solution of an ideal for which we all 
pray: Ut Omnes Unum Sint. 

The Saint Paul’s Guild, which has its headquar- 
ters at 117 East 57th 
Streét, New York 
City, has long been 
active in promoting the 
observance of the 
Church Unity Octave. 
Under the leadership 
of its Spiritual Direc- 
tor, Father Albert A. 
Murray, C.S.P., the 
principal observance of 
the Octave under the 
auspices of the Guild 
will be held at the 
Church of Corpus 
Christi, 529 West 121 
Street, and a_ distin- 
guished list of speakers 
will treat on subjects 
concerning the import- 
ance of Church Unity. 

In addition, Father 
Murray, with the co- 
operation of Rev. Dr. 
Moore, pastor of St. 
Peter’s Church, Bar- 
clay street, will con- 
duct the Octave there 
in connection with the 
noon-day Mass. We 
hope the Spiritual Di- 
rectors of other Catho- 
lic organizations in our 
various cities and towns 
will emulate Father 
Murray’s example in 
promoting this good 
work. 

Unity in Christ is the only hope of Mankind! We 
appeal therefore to our Bishops, our Pastors, our Reli- 
gious brethren and the faithful everywhere to observe 
the Church Unity Octave beginning on the Feast of 
Saint Peter’s Chair at Rome on January 18th and end- 
ing on the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
January 25th. 

A goodly number of our Religious congregations 
have ordered quantities of the Church Unity Octave 
leaflets containing the prescribed prayers as approved 
by Pope Benedict XV. 

These can be had at nominal cost in any quantity 
by addressing order to: 

Gray Moor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 
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Unity in Christ, the Hope of Mankind 


We commend to our Readers a thoughtful perusal of the following extracts from the official English translation 
of the First Encyclical Letter “Summi Pontificatus” issued by Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII.—Editor. 


TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN, THE PATRI- 
ARCHS, PRIMATES, ARCHBISHOPS, BISHOPS AND 
OTHER ORDINARIES IN PEACE AND COMMU- 
NION WITH THE APOSTOLIC SEE: 


Venerable Brethren, 
Health and Apostolic Benediction: 


In the very year which marks the fortieth anniversary 
of the consecration of mankind to our Redeemer’s Most 
Sacred Heart, the inscrutable counsel of the Lord, for no 
merit of Ours, has laid upon Us the exalted dignity and 
grave care of the Supreme Pontificate; for that consecra- 
tion was proclaimed by Our immortal predecessor, Leo XIII, 
at the beginning of the Holy Year 
which closed the last century. 

And We, as a newly ordained 
priest, then just empowered to recite: 
“I will go unto the altar of God” 
(Psalms 42, 4) hailed the Encyclical 
“Annum Sacrum” with genuine ap- 
proval, enthusiasm and delight as a 
message from heaven. We associated 
Ourselves in fervent admiration with 
the motives and aims which inspired 
and directed the truly providential 
action of a Pontiff so sure in his 
diagnosis of the open and hidden 
needs and sores of his day. It is only 
natural, then, that We should today 
feel profoundly grateful to Provi- 
dence for having designed that the 
first year of Our Pontificate should 
be associated with a memory so 
precious and so dear of Our first 
year of priesthood, and that We 
should take the opportunity of payin 
homage to the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords (I Timothy, 6, 15; 
Apocalypse 19, 6) as a kind of Introit 
prayer to Our Pontificate, in the 
spirit of Our renowned predecessor 
and in the faithful accomplishment 
of his: designs, and that, in fine, 
We should make of it the Alpha and Omega of Our aims, 
of Our hopes, of Our teaching, of Our activity, of Our 
patience and of Our sufferings, by consecrating them all to 
the spread of the Kingdom of Christ. 


Christ the King 


As We review from the standpoint of eternity the past 
forty years in their exterior events and interior develop- 
ments, balancing achievements against deficiencies, We sec 
ever more clearly the sacred significance of that consecra- 
tion of Mankind to Christ the King. ... It unfolds itself 
to Us ever more clearly as a message of comfort and a grace 





His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. 


from God not only to His Church, but also to a world in 
all too dire need of help and guidance: to a world which, 
preoccupied with the worship of the ephemeral, has lost 
its way and spent its forces in a vain search after early 
ideals. 


IT IS A MESSAGE TO MEN WHO, IN EVER-INCREASING 
NUMBERS, HAVE CUT THEMSELVES OFF FROM FAITH IN 
CHRIST AND EVEN MORE, FROM THE RECOGNITION AND 
OBSERVANCE OF His LAW; A MESSAGE OPPOSED TO THAT 
PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE FOR WHICH THE DOCTRINE OF Love 
AND RENUNCIATION PREACHED IN THE SERMON ON THE 
MOouNT AND THE DIVINE ACT OF LOVE ON THE Cross 
SEEM TO BE A STUMBLING BLOCK AND FOOLISHNESS. ... 

WHAT AGE HAS BEEN, FOR ALL 
ITS TECHNICAL AND PURELY CIVIC 
PROGRESS, MORE TORMENTED THAN 
OURS BY SPIRITUAL EMPTINESS AND 
DEEP-FELT INTERIOR POVERTY? 
MAY WE NOT, PERHAPS, APPLY T0 
IT THE PROPHETIC WORDS OF THE 
ApocaLypseE: “THOU SAYEST: I 
AM RICH, AND MADE WEALTHY, 
AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING: AND 
KNOWEST NOT, THAT THOU ART 
WRETCHED, AND MISERABLE AND 
POOR, AND BLIND AND NAKED” 
(Apocalypse 3, 17) ? 

CAN THERE BE, VENERABLE 
BRETHREN, A GREATER OR MORE 
URGENT DUTY THAN TO PREACH 
THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF 
Curist (Ephesians 3, 8) To THE 
MEN OF OUR TIME? CAN THERE 
BE ANYTHING NOBLER THAN 10 
UNFURL THE “ENSIGN OF THE 
KING” BEFORE THOSE WHO HAVE 
FOLLOWED AND STILL FOLLOW A 
FALSE STANDARD, AND TO WIN BACK 
TO THE VICTORIOUS BANNER OF THE 
Cross THOSE WHO HAVE ABAN- 
DONED IT? 

WHAT HEART IS NOT INFLAMED, 
IS NOT SWEPT FORWARD TO HELP 
AT THE SIGHT OF SO MANY BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO, 
MISLED BY ERROR, PASSION, TEMPTATION AND PREJUDICE, 
HAVE STRAYED AWAY FROM FAITH IN THE TRUE GOD 
AND HAVE LOST CONTACT WITH THE JOYFUL AND LIFE 
GIVING MESSAGE OF CHRIST? 

WHO AMONG “THE SOLDIERS OF CHRIST’”—ECCLESI- 
ASTIC OR LAYMAN—DOES NOT FEEL HIMSELF INCITED 
AND SPURRED ON TO A GREATER VIGILANCE, TO A MORE 
DETERMINED RESISTANCE, BY THE SIGHT OF THE EVER 
INCREASING HOST OF CHRIST’S ENEMIES; AS HE PER 
CEIVES THE SPOKESMEN OF THESE TENDENCIES DENY OR 
IN PRACTICE NEGLECT THE VIVIFYING TRUTHS AND THE 
VALUES INHERENT IN BELIEF IN GOD AND IN CHRIST; 
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PERCEIVES 
TABLES OF 


AS HE THEM WANTONLY BREAK THE 
Gop’s COMMANDMENTS TO SUBSTITUTE 
OTHER TABLES AND OTHER STANDARDS STRIPPED OF THE 
ETHICAL CONTENT OF THE REVELATION ON SINAI, STAND- 

ARDS IN WHICH THE SPIRIT OF THE SERMON ON THE 
MouNT AND OF THE CROSS HAS NO PLACE? 

Who could observe without profound grief the tragic 
harvest of such desertions among those who in days of calm 
and security were numbered among the followers of Christ, 
but who—Christians unfortunately more in name than in 
fact—in the hour that called for endurance, for effort, for 
suffering, for a stout heart in face of hidden or open per- 
secution, fell victims of cowardice, weakness, uncertainty ; 
who, terror-stricken before the sacrifices entailed by a 
profession of their Christian Faith, could not steel them- 
selves to drink the bitter chalice awaiting those faithful 
to Christ? 


Spiritual Bankruptcy 


At the head of the road which leads to the spiritual and 
moral bankruptcy of the present day stand the nefarious 
efforts of not a few to dethrone Christ; the abandonment 
of the law of truth which He proclaimed and of the law of 
love which is the life breath of His Kingdom. 


IN THE RECOGNITION OF THE ROYAL PREROGATIVES OF 
CHRIST AND IN THE RETURN OF INDIVIDUALS AND OF 
SOCIETY TO THE LAW OF His TRUTH AND OF His LOVE 
LIES THE ONLY WAY TO SALVATION... . 

WHEN WE THINK OF THE WAVE OF SUFFERING THAT 
HAS COME ON COUNTLESS PEOPLE WHO, BUT YESTERDAY, 
ENJOYED IN THE ENVIRONMENT OF THEIR HOMES SOME 
LITTLE DEGREE OF WELL-BEING, WE ARE TEMPTED TO LAY 
DOWN OuR PEN. OUR PATERNAL HEART IS TORN BY 
ANGUISH AS WE LOOK AHEAD TO ALL THAT WILL YET 
COME FORTH FROM THE BANEFUL SEED OF VIOLENCE 
AND OF HATRED FOR WHICH THE SWORD TODAY PLOUGHS 
THE BLOOD-DRENCHED FURROW. 

BuT PRECISELY BECAUSE OF THIS APOCALYPTIC FORE- 
SIGHT OF DISASTER, IMMINENT AND REMOTE, WE FEEL 
WE HAVE A DUTY TO RAISE WITH STILL GREATER INSIST- 
ENCE THE EYES AND HEARTS OF THOSE IN WHOM THERE 
YET REMAINS GOOD WILL TO THE ONE FROM WHOM 
ALONE COMES THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD—TO ONE 
WHOSE ALMIGHTY AND MERCIFUL HAND CAN ALONE 
CALM THIS TEMPEST-—TO THE ONE WHOSE TRUTH AND 
WHOSE LOVE CAN ENLIGHTEN THE INTELLECTS AND 
INFLAME THE HEARTS OF SO GREAT A SECTION OF MAN- 
KIND PLUNGED IN ERROR, SELFISHNESS, STRIFE AND 
STRUGGLE, SO AS TO GIVE IT A NEW ORIENTATION IN THE 
SPIRIT OF THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST. 


Modern Errors 


Perhaps—God grant it—one may hope that this hour of 
direst need may bring a change of outlook and sentiment 
to those many who, till now, have walked with blind faith 
along the path of popular modern errors unconscious of the 
treacherous and insecure ground on which they trod. Per- 
haps the many who have not grasped the importance of the 
educational and pastoral mission of the Church will now 
understand better her warnings, scouted in the false security 
of the past. 

No defense of Christianity could be more effective than 
the present straits. From the immense vortex of error and 
anti-Christian movements there has come forth a crop of 
such poignant disasters as to constitute a condemnation sur- 
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passing in its conclusiveness any merely theoretical refuta- 
tion. 

Hours of painful disillusionment are often hours of 
grace—‘“a passage of the Lord” (cf. Exodus 12, 11) when 
doors which in other circumstances would have remained 
shut, open at Our Saviour’s words: “Behold, I stand at 
the gate and knock” (Apocalypse 3, 20). 

God knows that Our heart goes out in affectionate sym- 
pathy and spiritual joy to those who, as a result of such 
painful trials, feel within them an effective and salutary 
thirst for the truth, justice and peace of Christ. But for 
those also for whom as yet the hour of light from on high 
has not come, Our heart knows only love, Our lips move 
only in prayer to the Father of Light that He may cause 
to shine in their hearts, indifferent as yet or hostile to 
Christ, a ray of that Light which once transformed Saul 
into Paul; of that Light which has shown its mysterious 
power strongest in the times of greatest difficulty for the 
Church. ... 

Drift Toward Chaos 

The present age, Venerable Brethren, by adding new 
errors to the doctrinal aberrations of the past, has pushed 
these to extremes which lead inevitably to a drift towards 
chaos. Before all else, it is certain that the radical and 
ultimate cause of the evils which We deplore in modern 
society is the denial and rejection of a universal norm of 
morality as well for individual and social life as for inter- 
national relations; We mean the disregard, so common 
nowadays, and the forgetfulness of the natural law itself, 
which has its foundation in God, Almighty Creator and 
Father of all, supreme and absolute Lawgiver, all-wise and 
just Judge of human actions. When God is hated, every 
basis of morality is undermined; the voice of conscience is 
stilled or at any rate grows very faint, that voice which 
teaches even the illiterate and to uncivilized tribes what is 
good and what is bad, what lawful, what forbidden, and 
makes men feel themselves responsible for their actions to 
a Supreme Judge. 

The denial of the fundamentals of morality had its origin, 
in Europe, in the abandonment of that Christian teaching 
of which the Chair of Peter is the depository and exponent. 
That teaching had once given spiritual cohesion to a 
Europe which, educated, ennobled and civilized by the 
Cross, had reached such a degree of civil progress as to be- 
come the teacher of other peoples, of other continents. 
But, cut off from the infallible teaching authority of the 
Church, not a few separated brethren have gone so far 
as to overthrow the central dogma of Christianity, the 
Divinity of the Saviour, and have hastened thereby the 
progress of spiritual decay. 


Incredulity Deplored 


The Holy Gospel narrates that when Jesus was crucified 
“there was darkness over the whole earth” (Matthew 27, 
45); a terrifying symbol of what happened and what still 
happens spiritually wherever incredulity, blind and proud of 
itself, has succeeded in excluding Christ from modern life, 
especially from public life, and has undermined faith in God 
as well as faith in Christ. 

The consequence is that the moral values by which in 
other times public and private conduct was gauged have 
fallen into disuse; and the much vaunted civilization of 
society, which has made even more rapid progress, with- 
drawing man, the family and the State from the beneficent 
and regenerating effects of the idea of God and the teach- 
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ing of the Church, has caused to reappear, in regions in 
which for many centuries shone the splendors of Christian 
civilization, in a manner ever clearer, ever more distinct, 
ever more distressing, the signs of a corrupt and corrupting 
paganism: “There was darkness when they crucified Jesus” 
(Roman Breviary, Good Friday, Response Five). 


Disappearance of Order 


With the weakening of faith in God and in Jesus Christ, 
and the darkening in men’s minds of the light of moral 
principles, there disappeared the indispensable foundation of 
the stability and quiet of that internal and external, private 
and public order, which alone can support and safeguard 
the prosperity of States. ... 


Appeal to Rulers 


Accordingly We, as representative on earth of Him Who 
was proclaimed by the Prophet “Prince of Peace” (Isaias 9, 6) 
appeal to the rulers of the peoples, and to those who can 
in any way influence public life, to let the Church have full 
liberty to fulfill her role as educator by teaching men truth, 
by inculcating justice, and inflaming hearts with the Divine 
Love of Christ. 

While the Church cannot renounce the exercise of this, 
her mission, which has for its final end to realize here 
below the Divine plan and to “re-establish all things in 
Christ, that are in heaven and on earth” (Ephesians 1, 10) 
her aid, none the less, is shown to be indispensable as never 
before, now that sad experience teaches that external means 
and human provisions and political expedients of them- 
selves bring no efficacious healing to the ills which affect 
mankind. 

TAUGHT PRECISELY BY THE SAD FAILURE OF HUMAN 
EXPEDIENTS TO STAVE OFF THE TEMPEST THAT THREAT- 
ENS TO SWEEP CIVILIZATION AWAY, MANY TURN THEIR 
GAZE WITH RENEWED HOPE TO THE CHURCH, THE 
Rock oF TRUTH AND OF CHARITY, TO THAT CHAIR OF 
PETER FROM WHICH, THEY FEEL, CAN BE RESTORED TO 
MANKIND THAT UNITY OF RELIGIOUS TEACHING AND OF 
THE MORAL CODE WHICH OF OLD GAVE CONSISTENCY TO 
PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 


Christian Unity 


UNITY, TOWARDS WHICH, SO MANY, ANSWERABLE FOR 
THE DESTINY OF NATIONS, LOOK WITH REGRETFUL 
YEARNING AS THEY EXPERIENCE FROM DAY TO DAY THE 
VANITY OF THE VERY MEANS IN WHICH ONCE THEY HAD 
PLACED THEIR TRUST! UNITY, THE DESIRED OF THOSE 
MANY LEGIONS OF OUR SONS WHO DAILY CALL UPON 
“THe Gop oF PEACE AND Love” (2, Corinthians 13, 11). 
UNITY, THE HOPE OF SO MANY NOBLE MINDS SEPARATED 
FROM US, WHO YET IN THEIR HUNGER AND THIRST FOR 
JUSTICE AND PEACE TURN THEIR EYES TO THE SEE OF 
PETER AND FROM IT AWAIT GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL! 


Test of 2,000 Years 


These last are recognizing in the Catholic Church’ prin- 
ciples of belief and life that have stood the test of two 
thousand years; the strong cohesion of the Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy, which in union with the Successors of Peter 
spends itself in enlightening minds with the teaching of 
the Gospel, in guiding and sanctifying men, and which is 
generous in its material condescension towards all, but 
firm when, even at the cost of torments or martyrdom, it 
has to say: “Non licet; it is not allowed!” 
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Respect for Authority 


The Church preaches and inculcates obedience and re. 
spect for earthly authority which derives from God its whol 
origin and holds to the teaching of her Divine Master Who 
said: “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s” (St. Matthew 22, 21); she has no desire to usurp, 
and sings in the liturgy: “He takes away no earthly realm; 
who gives us the celestial” (Hymn for Feast of Epiphany) 
She does not suppress human energies but lifts them up to 
all that is noble and generous and forms characters whiep 
do not compromise with conscience. 

Nor has she who civilizes the nations ever retarded the 
civil progress of mankind, at which on the contrary she js 
pleased and glad with a mother’s pride. The end of her 
activity was admirably expressed by the Angels over the 
cradle of the Word Incarnate, when they sang of glory 
to God and announced peace to men of good will: “Glor; 
to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of goo# 
will” (St. Luke 2, 14). 

This peace, which the world cannot give, has been leit 
as a heritage to His disciples by the Divine Redeemer Hin- 
self: “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you" 
(St. John 14, 27); and thus following the sublime teaching 
of Christ, summed up by Himself in the twofold precept of 
love of God and of the neighbor, millions of souls have 
reached, are reaching and shall reach peace. History, 
wisely called by a great Roman “The Teacher of Life,” 
has proved for close on two thousand years how true is 
the word of Scripture that he will not have peace who 
resists God (cf. Job 9, 4). For Christ alone is the “Corner- 
stone” (Ephesians 2, 20) on which man and society can 
find stability and salvation. 

ON THIS CoRNER-STONE THE CHURCH IS BUILT, AND 
HENCE AGAINST HER THE ADVERSARY CAN _ NEVER 
PREVAIL: “THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL” 
(St. Matthew 16, 18), NoR CAN THEY EVER WEAKEN 
HER; NAY, RATHER, INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL STRUGGLES 
TEND TO AUGMENT THE FORCE AND MULTIPLY THE 
LAURELS OF HER GLORIOUS VICTORIES... . 


Hour for Fidelity 


In the midst of this world which today presents such a 
sharp contrast to “The Peace of Christ in the Reign of 
Christ,” the Church and her faithful are in times and in 
years of trial such as have rarely been known in her history 
of struggle and suffering. But in such times especially, he 
who remains firm in his faith and strong at heart knows 
that Christ the King is never so near as in the hour of 
trial, which is the hour for fidelity... . 

The “Catholic Church, the City of God, whose King ss 
Truth, whose law love and whose measure eternity” (St. 
Augustine, Ep. CXXXVIII Ad Marcellinum, C. 3, N. 17), 
preaching fearlessly the whole truth of Christ and toiling 
as the love of Christ demands with the zeal of a mother, 
stands as a blessed vision of peace above the storm of error 
and passion awaiting the moment when the all-powerful 
Hand of Christ the King shall quiet the tempest and banish 
the spirits of discord which have provoked it... . 

In the confidence that God, the Author and Lover of 
Peace, will hear the supplications of the Church, We impart 
to you all as a pledge of the abundance of Divine Grace, 
from the fullness of Our paternal heart, the Apostolic 
Benediction. 


PIUS PP. XII. 
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The Religious Temper of the Times 


The chaos now threatening civil- 
ization makes more poignant the 
words Pius XI addressed to the 
French bishops less than a year 
before his death. 

“If expansion was the Church’s 
duty at any time,” he said, “today 
it is a matter of life and death; she 
must conquer or be conquered, 
either expand or be swept down- 
stream.” 

Christianity outside the Catholic 
Church acknowledges that it is 
bankrupt. Just about the time Pope 
Pius XI was addressing the above 
statement to the French Bishops the 
editor of the Christian Century, the 
voice of American non-Catholic 
Christianity, was telling his readers 
that “religious education has long 
been defunct among us, in family, 
school and church, with the result 
that it is only a rare layman and a 
minority of the clergy who think 
at all in terms of a Christian ideol- 
ogy.” He feels that non-Catholic 
Christianity has become but a glo- 
rified Rotary Club. 

Lay leaders, startled by the spir- 
itual solidarity of Communism, are 
everywhere significantly sounding 
the call to a return to the Sermon 
on the Mount. President Roosevelt, 
Secretary of State Hull, Secretary 
of Agriculture Wallace, Financier 
John Moody, Senator Walsh of 
Massachusetts, Columbia’s Presi- 
dent, Nicholas Murray Butler, are 
but a few of those who have pub- 
licly called on all men to return to 
Christ. 

In an effort to prevent a materi- 
alistic spirituality from taking over 
the receivership of their bankrupt 
Christianity, some non-Catholic re- 
ligious leaders are feverishly cen- 
tering their efforts on organic 
unions within the Protestant groups 
while others are trying to formulate 
a uniform constitution for all Chris- 
tianity ‘‘not subject to the Pope.” 

Judging by their public utter- 
ances these leaders do not seem to 
realize that the non-Catholic world 
has been living for four hundred 
years on spiritual capital borrowed 
from the centuries of faith. Neither 
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do they seem to realize that the 
social life of a nation cannot be 
divorced from its religious life and 
that, therefore, the depletion of its 
spiritual heritage must necessarily 
result in an undermining of the en- 
tire structure of the social life. For 
instance, the fact that Protestant 
Bishops have gone on record as 
tolerating birth control and divorce 
with remarriage is but a logical re- 
sult of the abandonment by those 
same Bishops of a belief in the 
Divinity of Christ. 

SOME STARTLING FIGURES HAVE 
BEEN PUBLISHED SHOWING AN AP- 
PALLING AMOUNT OF  UNBELIEF 
AMONG HUNDREDS OF MINISTERS OF 
LEADING PROTESTANT DENOMINA- 
TIONS. 


Of course the fact that there has 
been this frank study and public 
acknowledgment of shortcomings is 
a healthy sign, for diagnosis and 
discussion must precede treatment. 

Unfortunately, however, there 
does not seem to be a realization 
that this decline in the religious 
beliefs of Protestant religious lead- 
ers has caused a religious decline 
in the nation at large. 


As a matter of fact, it has left 
the way wide open for anti-relig- 
ious education in the schools. 

Two decades ago ninety per cent 
of the students entering college 
were believers, today twenty-five 
per cent would be a fair estimate. 

With this decline in religious edu- 
cation social justice has gone by 
the board and Communism with its 
program for social justice has 
slipped in to fill the void. 

Serious students of world affairs 
warn us that Bolshevism can be 
ousted only by a strong communal 
faith which will generate in individ- 
ual Christians a dynamic activity 
which will flow out into the world 
and show itself in social activity 
and intellectual culture. For this 
purpose, Pius XI called on the 
Catholic laity of the world to form 
one solid body with their hierarchy. 
This union he termed Catholic 
Action. 

Apparently not understanding 


that only through the spread of 
Catholic Action can Western civil- 
ization be saved from the final re- 
sult of the dry rot which has been 
eating at its vitals for four cen- 
turies, five hundred Protestant min- 
isters and laymen recently formed 
an anti-Catholic Action society 
called the League for Protestant 
Action, thus smiting the hand 
stretched out to save them. 


True religion fosters justice and 
charity. Judged by this standard 
the League for Protestant Action, 
with its idolization of natural ends, 
is but a form of materialistic athe- 
ism. 

If this be true, then is Paul J. Til- 
lich of the Union Theological Semi- 
nary correct in his assumption that 
the present crisis is a purely Prot- 
estant crisis “due to the peculiari- 
ties of Protestantism as a religious 
attitude.” 

HERE AND THERE, HOWEVER, WE 
GET A GLIMPSE OF THE HUNGER 
WHICH SOME PROTESTANT LEADERS 
HAVE FOR THE TRUTH. 

For instance, a southern secular 
university recently engaged a Cath- 
olic priest to teach philosophy at 
the summer session, but listed him 
in the bulletin simply as Mr. N. N. 
A Methodist minister registered for 
the course. Immediately after the 
first meeting of the class he wrote 
a worried letter to his Bishop ask- 
ing if he should drop the course as 
the professor was a Roman Catholic 
priest. His Bishop wired back: “By. 
all means continue the course. I 
only wish I had the same chance.” 

A thorough perusal of current re- 
ligious literature leaves one with 
the conviction that there are sin- 
cere ministers everywhere who are 
troubled and agitated with the con- 
flicting opinions of their colleagues. 
Their deeply troubled hearts can- 
not bring the peace of Christ to 
their perturbed spiritual children, 
but their honest questing for the 
truth is in marked contrast to the 
smug hypocrisy of those who, by 
minimizing its significance, are 
really joining hands with material- 
istic atheism. 

















DESPITE PERSECUTIONS THE CHURCH 
WILL LIVE 


During the first two hundred and fifty years of its 
existence, six or more terrible persecutions almost 
overwhelmed the Church. Its heritage was preserved 
only after at least a million of the followers of Christ 
had shed their life’s blood, the blood of strong men 
and courageous women, of tender infants and vener- 
able old men, the blood of virgins, priests, bishops and 
popes.... They were set upon in the ninth century, 
in the eleventh and again in the sixteenth. And as if 
persecution and heresy were not enough to test the 
quality of Christ’s heritage, it had to suffer an attack 
that was still more dangerous because it was more 
insidious, an attack from within the Church itself. 
There have been Catholics, both lay and cleric, of 
low degree and of high, who have defiled Christ’s 
Mystical Body. And yet, despite the horrors of per- 
secution, the defections of heresy and schism, the de- 


~ filement, of scandal, you and I, and our children and 


our children’s children, had, have and will have the 
same Sacrifice, the identical Sacraments, the same 
divine priesthood, the exact teachings of our Christian 
forefathers in the Roman catacombs.—Most Rev. E. U. 
Howard, Archbishop of Portland, Ore. 
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THE WORK OF ANTICHRIST IN RUSSIA 


When, and if, Communism gets a stranglehold in 
this country, we may expect a duplication of what has 
happened in Russia. Here is a résumé from the 
October issue of Catholic Missions: 

“Russia has now had twenty years of the Com- 
munist regime. Here are some religious and economic 
results: 129,000 places of worship closed and a fourth 
of them razed to the ground; 40,000 of the Russian 
clergy murdered and more than 3,000,000 citizens 
‘liquidated’; 12,000,000 dead of starvation. Within the 
last two years twenty-seven out of sixty-eight political 
candidates for the central committee executed and 
twelve of the twenty-three people’s commissars shot.” 


e 4 + 


LET CHRIST, THE WORKER, RULE 

In an address to the 59th annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in Cincinnati in October, 
Most Rev. John T. McNicholas, O.P., Archbishop of 
Cincinnati declared that if Christ, the Worker, 
dominated the hearts of employer and employee, 
justice and charity would reign. 

“If Christ, the Worker, dominated both employer 
and employee,” said the Archbishop, “there would be 
no enmity, no injustice, no exploiting of labor. There 
would be, instead, a constant effort to give to every 
man what is due him. The methods employed by both 
groups would be founded on justice and morality. A 
conference of employers and employees, governed by 
Christian principles, would help to terminate the 
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abuses of capitalism; it would recognize and condemn 
the danger to society of the anonymous and irrespon. 
sible character of many capitalistic corporations; jt 
should work out a plan by which labor would not only 
ng in profits but would be admitted to co-partner. 
ship. 

“I wish the unjust capitalists and industrialists 
could realize fully the extent of their responsibility in 
driving the poor and laboring man into the ranks of 
Communism.” 


e © > 


NO COLOR OF DECENCY 


The Bishop of Galveston added a colorful page to 
the controversial literature of the day when he quoted 
Saint Augustine of Hippo, who died in 430, to show 
that birth control is “as old as sin.” 

The Bishop cites St. Augustine in a letter to the 
Houston Post, saying that “those of us, who have fre. 
quently argued against the promoters of birth control, 
have been told that we are medieval and behind the 
times,” and that “they, on the contrary, are up-to-date 
and scientific.” He declares St. Augustine, who “knew 
the world in which he lived,” tells that “there were 
birth control movements in his day,” so that, the 
Bishop adds, contraception is “just a reversion to the 
old pagan habits of the fourth century and even the 
centuries before Christianity entered the world.” 

“Tt might be interesting to listen to St. Augustine, 
who speaks of the wrong desire, or the evil appliance 
for preventing offspring. “They who resort to these, 
although called by the name of man and wife, are not 
really such; they retain no vestige of true matrimony, 
but falsely take on the honorable designation as a cloak 
for their criminal conduct. Having also proceeded so 
far, they are betrayed into exposing their children, who 
are born against their will. Those whom they begot 
with dislike, they have a hatred of nourishing and re- 
taining. This infliction of cruelty on their offspring, 
so reluctantly begotten, unmasked the sin which they 
had practiced in darkness, and drags it clearly into 
the light of day. The open cruelty reproves the hidden 
sin. Sometimes, indeed, this lustful cruelty, or, if you 
please, cruel lust, resorts to such abnormal methods 
as the use of poisonous drugs to secure barrenness; or 
else, if unsuccessful in this, to destroy the conceived 
seed by some means previous to birth, preferring that 
its offspring should rather perish than receive vitality 
or, if it was advancing to life within the womb, should 
be deprived of it even before birth. Well, if both 
parties alike, are so corrupt they are not husband and 
wife; and if such were their character from the begin- 
ning, they have not come altogether so much by holy 
wedlock as by abominable debauchery; either the 
woman is, so to speak, the husband’s harlot; or the 
man his wife’s adulterer.’ 

“We leave the reader alone with St. Augustine, 
merely asking is there anything new in birth-control? 
And, where across the centuries did it pick up any 
color of decency?” 
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Thirty-eight countries are officially 
represented at the Vatican, according 
to a report just published in Rome. 
The French delegation numbers seven 
and is the largest staff. Poland has 
six members, Spain five, and Chile 


five. All others have less. 

The Dean of the Corps is the Ger- 
man Ambassador, Count Diego von 
Bergen, who has been nearly twenty 
years at his post. 


The cause of education has been 

materially advanced by a generous 
grant of the Rockefeller Foundation 
to the Catholic University of America. 
This grant consists of $85,000, and is 
the Department of Psy- 
the special purpose of 
courses and research in 
psychiatry. Through this benefaction 
more intensive work in the Univer- 
sity’s child guidance clinic and in the 
treatment of mental problems of 
adults will be undertaken. 


given to 
chology for 
introducing 


An expression of compassion for the 
hierarchy, clergy and “noble Christian 
people” of Poland was issued at Wash- 
ington last month by the Archbishops 
and Bishops of the United States. 

At the same time it was announced 
through the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference that the American 
hierarchy had authorized the formation 
of a Bishops’ Committee for Polish 
relief. 

The Most Rev. Hugh C. Boyle of 
Pittsburgh was named chairman of 
this committee. Others appointed to 
it were Archbishop Stritch of Mil- 
waukee and Bishops John A. Duffy 
of Buffalo, James A. McFadden of 
Cleveland, Joseph C. Plagens of Mar- 
quette, William A. O’Brien of Chicago, 
Stanislaus V. Bona of Grand Island, 
Neb. and Stephen S. Woznicki of 
Detroit. 

Rev. Father Richard Felix, O.S.B., 
founder and director of an organiza- 
tion known as “The Defenders of the 
Faith” which has for its chief purpose 
the defense of the Church against all 
who malign or misunderstand her, to 
bring Catholic truth to the non-Catho- 
lic mind everywhere, and to make all 
men know and love God, has been 





obliged to move to more commodious 
quarters at Conception, Mo. The work 
of the organization has expanded to 
such a degree that Father Felix has 
given up his parish duties to devote 
his whole time to the lecture, literary 
and radio work of the organization. 

During the past year over five mil- 
lion pieces of Catholic literature have 
been distributed by the organization, 
most of it going into non-Catholic 
hands. The “Highway to Heaven” 
radio programs, a series of twenty-six 
electrical transcriptions covering the 
Creed is now running on thirty-four 
radio stations. 


Some months ago we published an 
appeal for aid for the Medical Mission 
Sisters in Washington, so that they 
might be in a position to build a new 
and larger Motherhouse and Novitiate. 
The amount contributed fell far short 
of what was needed. However, a solu- 
tion has been found and the good Sis- 
ters have secured a new home at Fox 
Chase, Philadelphia, which will serv 
as their Motherhouse and the Wash- 
ington residence will continue as a 
House of Studies. The Medical Mis- 
sion Sisters, founded in 1925, devote 
themselves to care of the sick in 
mission countries. They maintain 
maternity and child welfare centers in 
India, train native Sisters and conduct 
a school for native midwives, impor- 
tant to that country where because of 
the religious laws women must depend 
entirely on women for medical aid. 
This is truly a work of sublime charity 
which should merit the support of all. 


The entire text of His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII’s recent Encyclical Letter, 
the first of his Pontificate, was inserted 
in the Congressional Record at the 





THE WINNER! 





The winner of the award of 
$1,000 offered in connection with 
the promotion of the Building 
Fund for the new addition to our 
St. Christopher’s Inn at Graymoor 
under the direction of Father Pat- 
rick McCarthy, S.A., is Mrs. R. 
Jameson, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
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request of Representative William I. 
Sirovich of New York. 

Representative Sirovich referred to 
the Holy Father as “the brilliant, 
gifted, and inspired shepherd of the 
great Catholic Church,” and told his 
colleagues that “to preserve modern 
democracy throughout the world we 
must follow the brilliant counsel of 
that learned and distinguished scholar, 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII.” 


An event, perhaps not without a 
parallel in the annals of the Church, 
but certainly unique in these days, oc- 
curred recently when Sister Mary 
Valeria, a widow, made her profession 
as a Sister Servant of the Holy Heart 
of Mary at the Motherhouse in 
3eaverville, Ill, in the presence of her 
three daughters, all of them being 
themselves professed Sisters of the 
Precious Blood. A fourth daughter, 
whose name in the Congregation of 
the Sister Servants was the same as 
her mother’s, died in 1935. 





The recent observance of the one 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
establishment of the American Catho- 
lic Hierarchy drew attention to the 
phenomenal growth of the Catholic 
Church in this country. 

From a single diocese that embraced 
the whole of what was then the United 
States, the Church in America has 
developed into 19 archdioceses, 91 dio- 
ceses, two Greek dioceses and one Ab- 
batia Nullius. The one Bishop, con- 
stituting the American Hierarchy in 
1789, has now grown into 165 members, 
including those retired and those in 
territorial possessions. The Catholic 
population which at the time of the 
appointment of Bishop Carroll as first 
Bishop in 1789, numbered only a few 
thousand, has grown to more than 
21,000,000. Where 150 years ago there 
were but a few scattered chapels in 
the northeast, there are now in this 
country nearly 19,000 churches and 
missions. The original 19 ‘priests in 
Maryland have grown to nearly 34,000. 
The United States Catholics boasted 
of one seminary two years after the 
appointment of Bishop Carroll; today 
they count 209. Nearly 10,000 Catholic 
schools of gqll kinds are instructing 
nearly three million children. 


An interesting discovery—the site of 
a church founded by St. Patrick—has 
been made near Manorhamilton, and 
not far from the Mother Lurana Mary 
Francis House of the Sisters of the 
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Atonement in County Leitrim, 


According to the 


Ireland 
news reports, in 
ancient writings the church was called 
Domhnach Ailmaighe (church of the 
and Domhnach Srata 
(church of the lake or river-meadow). 
The site discovered lies at the 
ern extremity of the 
Cloonaquinn, where 
joins Boihy. It is 
meadow 


limestone plain) 
south- 
townland of 
that townland ad- 
in a glen on a river- 
, and the geological formation 
of the glen is limestone. 

The site is approximately 40 yard. 
by 15 yards, and is well defined. It 
runs east and west, is slightly below 
the level of the adjoining land, and 
surrounded on all sides by 
very ancient graves. 
from the site of St. 
at Drumlease and 
Manorhamilton 


numerou. 
It is four miles 
Patrick’s Church 
three 


miles from 


Among the notables in Catholic life 
who have passed away during the past 
month were Most Rev. 


Archbishop of Tuam, 


numbered the 
Dr. Gilmartin, 


Ireland, at the age of 78. He was a 
noted speaker and scholar and served 
for several years as Dean and Vice- 
President of Maynooth before becom- 
Clonfert. In 1910 he 


was appointed to the 


ing Bishop of 


Archbishopric of 


Tuam—the largest diocese in Ireland 
in extent 
The Most Rev. Francis Joseph 


Mostyn, Archbishop of Cardiff, Wales, 
died on October 25th of a heart attack 
at the age of 79. Archbishop Mostyn 
who was Ordinary of the Cardiff See 
since 1921, was a descendant of three 
English Martyrs through his mother. 
He was born at Talacre in 1860, the 
fourth son of Sir Pyers Mostyn and 
Frances Fraser, daughter of the four 
teenth Lord Lovat. His martyr-ances 
tors were Blessed Philip Howard, Earl 
of Arundel, Blessed William Howard, 
Viscount of Stafford and Blessed Mar 
garet Pole, Countess of Salisbury. 

A distinguished scholar and writer, 
Rev. Father Herbert Thurston, S.J.. 
died in London on November 6th at 


the age of 83 \ keen student of 


spiritualism throughout his life, he was 
also a realist so far as spiritual fraug 
and deception were concerned, Father 
Thurston, plucked the 
veil from much trickery practiced by 
bogus mediums. His writings on 
spiritualism, admitted the 
possibility of genuine spiritual manj 
festations and his work did much to 
bring such psychic and psychological 
phenomena into proper perspective, his 
contention being that so little is known 
of the human mind and _ psychology 
that the subject of spiritualism must be 
approached cautiously but not skepti- 
cally. 

Father John F. Meehan, pastor of 
st. Joseph’s at Spring Valley, N. Y, 
for the past quarter of a century and 
a priest for forty-four years, died on 
November 13th at the age of 70. 

On November 14th, Michael J. Madi- 
gan, Editor of “The Catholic News” of 
New York since 1894, died at his home 
in Rockville Center, L. I. He was 
widely known by reason of his actiy- 
ities in Catholic affairs. 


in his writings, 


however, 





GRAYMOOR EDITION 


1940 Church Art Calendar 


Specially Designed for the Friars of the Atonement 





Immaculate Conception.” 


AUTHENTIC in every 


Atonement and a topic for 





Its loveliness not only adds immeasurably to the attractiveness of a home—but its many features 
instantly impress one with the valuable and unparalleled Catholic service this calendar renders. Little 
wonder why thousands—in securing their copy ill be pr 

obtained something so beautiful—so useful—and so wanted and needed in every Catholic home. 


THIS CALENDAR’S ADDITIONAL FEATURES: 
BEAUTIFUL FRONT COVER with a truly remarkable reproduction of Murillo’s famous painting, 


Cre" ont examining this beautiful Graymoor Calendar provokes an overwhelming impulse to “possess 
it ” 





TWELVE LOVELY MONTHLY PICTURES, all suitable for framing. 
INSPIRATIONAL SCRIPTURE VERSE on each of the ¢ 
GOSPEL REFERENCES for Sundays and holy days of obligation. 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION prominently designated in blue. 
FAST AND ABSTINENCE DAYS all prominently indicated. 

FIRST FRIDAYS, EMBER DAYS, ROGATION DAYS AND VIGILS. 
COMMEMORATION OF SAINTS. Each day is dedicated to some popular saint. 
CHURCH LAWS and interesting CATHOLIC INFORMATION on inside of back page. 
respect, as indicated by Imprimatur. 
MOON PHASES, PRECEDING and SUCCEEDING DATE PADS on each month. 

OVER SIXTY SMALL ILLUSTRATIONS of popular saints appearing on the monthly date pads. 


An inspirational story of each monthly picture is given, an account of some activity of the Society of the 
In 








regarding “Graymoor,” 





Address orders with remittance to: 


Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


pted to express their gratitude for having 


body of each calendar month is outlined the history 

of some Atonement Vocation, Shrine, or Charity. On the back page of this calendar there is interesting data 
and illustrations of places of interest on the Mount of the Atonement. 

Place your order now for one or more of these beautiful 

CATHOLIC CALENDARS 

Price: THIRTY CENTS EACH — FOUR FOR ONE DOLLAR 


“The 
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Since the transfer of the Saint Anthony Hour to a 
New York Studio, keen interest has been shown by 
our radio listeners in the dramatization of the lives of 
those men and women who have been instrumental in 
the establishment of Graymoor. The first dramatiza- 
tion was the life of Brother Philip, T.S.A., the first 
member of the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost. This 
was followed by five dramatizations of the life of 
Mother Lurana Mary Francis, S.A., Foundress of the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement. The Saint 
Anthony Hour is broadcast over the Yankee network 
at 3 P. M. each Sunday, and over 
W H N in New York City at 
5:30 P. M. each Sunday. 


Fathers Bernardine, S.A., and 
Cyril, S.A., are now established 
in North Carolina, having taken 
over the mission among the 
White population in Lumberton, 
a large town. There are very, 
very few Catholics, so our 
Priests are sadly in need of as- 
sistance, and we hope that our 
Readers who are more fortunate 
than these poor people will help 
to provide at least for the most 
urgent needs at this time. Our 
Missionary Priests are living in 
a small house built almost a cen- 
tury ago, and it is now worm- 
eaten and overrun with rats. To 
put it into a semblance of decent 
habitation will require at least 
one thousand dollars. A Mon- 
strance for Benediction and a 
Ciborium to reserve the 
Blessed Sacrament are needed. 
Both Father Bernardine and 
Father Cyril will be deeply 
grateful for any aid given them 
It is our hope that they will not 
have long to wait before some 
one will be generously inspired 
to supply sufficient funds for 
these young missionaries to 
carry on their work in North 





Ready to topple. The porch of the almost 
century-old house which shelters our Mis- 
sionary Priests in Lumberton, N. C. 
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Carolina for the salvation of souls. 
Rev. Father Cyril, S.A., St. Francis de Sales Church, 
Lumberton, N. C. 


The address is: 


Our Very Reverend Father General attended the 
closing exercises of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Founding of the Catholic University of America on 
November 13th, at the same time visiting our Major 
Seminary which is on the Campus of the University. 
There are now 60 of our Friars in residence and attend- 
ing the University who will, God willing, all be Priests 
within eight years. The mainte- 
nance of this large group is a 
constant source of anxiety to the 
Father General and we feel 
many of our friends would be 
happy to share the burden. This 
can be done by adopting a 
Priest-Student for a year. 

Not every father and mother 
can have the supreme joy of giv- 
ing a son to serve God as His 
Sacred Minister but Very Few 
indeed ARE THEY who cannot 
help by adopting for a year or 
more a Priest-to-be, or by a 
donation to one of our Burse 
Funds, and thus help the son 
of some poor self - sacrificing 
mother to attain his sublime 
vocation of the Holy Priesthood. 
A contribution, large or small, is 
always welcome and will assure 
you of a share in all the prayers 
and good works of the young 
levites and when they are finally 
ordained Priests of God forever, 
they will remember their Bene- 
factors in life and in death. The 
cost of maintaining a Priest-Stu- 
dent for a year is $300.00. 

It will always be a joy and 
consolation that you have helped 
a boy reach the goal of his holy 
ambition in life—to become a 
Priest, and as his benefactor 
share in the merits of his 
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Priestly labors for God and souls. We will be glad most especially enjoy the Catechetical classes with the 
to correspond with prospective benefactors for this children. We have 18 children and only three hay 
noble cause. Address Father David, S.A., Graymoor, been baptized. You would chuckle at ¢ome of th 
answers that they give to my questions. In teaching 


Garrison, N. Y. 


Father Angelus, S.A., the Guardian of the Major 


Seminary, writing on November 14th, to the Father is the Kingdom, etc.’ 


General, tells of a most gracious and delightful visit 


them the Our Father I had a most difficult time trying 
to get them out of the habit of ending with ‘For thine 
When I asked them to tell m 
about the fall of our first parents, each one had his 


of His Excellency, Archbishop Spellman of New York. own version. One girl said that the serpent was s9 


In his letter Fr. Angelus 
says: “His Excellency 
arrived at twenty min- 
utes to six o’clock dur- 
ing the chanting of the 
Divine Office. His Ex- 
cellency said a few 
words to the Friars in 
Chapel and expressed a 
desire to meet each 
Friar personally. The 
Friars adjourned to the 
library and were pre- 
sented to His Excel- 
lency who asked each 
one his name, parish and 
home address. Later the 
Sisters at the Seminary 
and the Washington Re- 
treat House were pre- 
sented. He was very 
gracious and wonderful 
to all of us. Before 
leaving he said that he 
wanted our Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner to be at his 
expense. So you see 
Father General, on 
Thanksgiving Day all 
your sons here in Wash- 
ington will enjoy, for 
them, the unusual deli- 
cacy, Turkey, as guests 
of His Excellency, the 
kindly Archbishop of 
New York.” 


Letters which come to 
Graymoor from our vari- 
ous centers of mission- 
ary effort bring some 
amusing anecdotes. 
Brother Victor, SA., 
who is ably assisting 
Father Michael, S.A., at 
Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment Mission among the 
Negroes in Kinston, 
N. C., has his hands full, 
for there is an abun- 
dance of work to be 
done, but i . ‘inds it very 
interesting. In one of 
his letters he writes: 

“The days are over 
before we know it. I 








Two of the. Bermondsey Arches at the end of Crucifix 
Lane in the poorer section of London, England, 
where the Sisters of the Atonement are laboring. 


A Carol of Bermondsey Arches 


I saw a ship come sailing in 
Across the wintry sea; 

I saw a ship come sailing in 
As gaily as could be; 

And Joseph stood upon the bridge, 
Asteering her was he; 

And Mary sat on the Quarter Deck 
With a Child upon her knee. 


They sailed into London town 
On a tide both strong and deep; 

They sought a lodging far and wide 
That was both clean and cheap. 

They sought in court, they sought in hall, 
They sought in every street, 

But they could find no room at all 
For folks were all asleep. 


They came at last to London Bridge 
As the snow began to fall; 

They crossed the river full and deep 
And saw the Arches tall. 

“A cave, a stall, some hay and all!” 
At once St. Joseph said; 

And there Our Lady laid her Child 
While the trains roared overhead. 

—M. B. 








beautiful that Adam 
wanted to be like him, 
so he ate an apple.’ 

“But with it all I am 
making some progress 
along Catholic lines, 
which naturally makes 
me very happy. 

“We have a_ house 
now and expect to have 
it all cleaned up soon, 
Though our only furni- 
ture consists of two 
beds and a _ trunk, 
However we are not 
discouraged for it i; 
always an inspiration to 
us to recall the humble 
beginning our Father 
Founder had in the old 
Paint Shop (Palace of 
Lady Poverty) at Gray- 
moor.” 





GRAYMOOR BURSES 


We trust our Gray- 
moor Friends and Bene- 
factors will not forget 
our Burses during the 
coming year, but honor 
their favorite Saint in 
these Burses by an oc- 
casional offering from 
time to time. They are 
the main support of our 
Seminarians, and an of- 
fering to them is equiva 
lent to a perpetuation of 
the Priesthood of Our 
Lord, representing as it 
does the Church against 
which He has promised 
“the gates of hell shall 
not prevail.” That you 
should have a part in the 
pronmsigation of the 
Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ by your assist 
ance is a missionary act 
of no small moment. 

It is to be noted that 
the John Reid (Brother 
Philip No. 2) Burse 
needs only Fifty - five 
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dollars more for its completion. Next month, there- 
fore, we hope to have the happiness of placing it 
among the Completed Burses. 

There has been but two changes in the arrangement 
of the Burses for the month of October. The Burse in 
honor of Saint Margaret of Scotland has through an 
offering of twenty-five dollars stepped up one rung on 
the ladder, replacing the Burse in honor of Our Sorrow- 
ful Mother as No. 34. The Burse in honor of Father 
Drumgoole has done likewise, through an offering of 
fifty dollars, replacing that of St. John Baptist as 
No. 19. 

In the last age of the world, there shall come 
“deceitful scoffers, walking after their own lusts,” says 
St. Peter. And it is against such manifestations of 
Antichrist in our own day, individually and collectively. 
that we urge the support in their education of our 
future Missionary Priesthood, that vanguard of the 
Church Militant, who in the words of the Prince of the 
Apostles shall as Shepherds of the Sheep preserve 
unto us “an inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, 
that cannot fade, reserved in heaven.” 


UNCOMPLETED BURSES 


(1) John Reid: T. L., N. Y., $500; W. B., Ct., $1: C. V., 
N. Y., $1; G. H., Tex. $2; M. K., $1. Total, $4,945.30 

(2) St. Patrick: M.C., N. Y., $5; N. M., Pa., Total, 
$4,317.05. 

(3) Mother Lurana: M. J., Ireland, $2; A. H., Ind., $1; 
Diy. Mo. wo OS A. M., H. ¥, Si: J; C, Minn. Bi; RK. S., 
mo: G. L., N. Y., $1; C. L. ©. Cab, 95; A. D., Colo., $3; 


25c 


M. D., N. Y., $5; A. S., N. D., $1; M. B.; Ill, $1. Total, 
$4,151.03. 

(4) All Saints: C. L. O., Cal., $2: $3,870.00. 

(5) St. Anthony: F. S., N. Y¥., 25c. Total, $3,119.46. 

(6) Sacred Heart: F. S., N. Y., 25e; C. O., Cal., $1. 


Total, $3,095.45. 


(7) St. Anne: R. C., N. Y., $5. Total, $2,862.10. 
(8) St. Jude: $2,493.05. 
(9) St. Joseph: C. O., Cal., $1. Total, $2,438.20. 


(10) St. Francis Xavier: $2,406.65. 

(11) Pius X: N. B. C,, Cal., 10c. 

(12) Our Lady of Lourdes: 
$1,736.05. 

(13) St. Francis of Assisi: P.C., N. J., $1; C. O., Cal., $1; 
N. M., Pa., 25c; N. B. C., Cal., 10c. Total, $1,589.10. 

(14) St. Christopher: W. M., IIL, $2; N. C., Cal, 25c; 
mom. N. Y¥., $2;,.C. O., Cal, $2; BR. Z., Cal, $2. Total, 
$1,503.30. 

(15) Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 
Total, $1,486.35. 

(16) St. Rita: N. B. C., Cal., 10c. 

(17) Hope: N. M., Pa., 50c. 

(18) Sacred Shoulder: 
$1. Total, $1,007.35. 

(19) Father Drumgoole: M. W., N Y., $50. Tota!, $938.00. 

(20) St. John Baptist: N. B. C., Cal. 10c. Total, $902.35. 

(21) Little Flower: F. S., N. Y., 25c; C. O., Cal., $2; 
M. M., Minn., $1. Total, $811.69. 

(22) Immaculate Conception: $670.15. 
$487.10. (24) Holy Souls: $380.55. 

(25) Precious Blood: C. L. O., Cal., $1. Total, $353.25. 

(26) Infant of Prague: E. M., Md., $1. Total, $347.50. 

(27) Blessed Sacrament: F. S., Cal., 25c; E. M., N. Y., $1. 
Total, $332.93. 


Total, $2,046.35. 


N. B. C., Cal., 10c. Total, 


cL Oo, Gh, & 
Total, $1,234.85. 


Total, $1,116.75. 
N. B. C., Cal, 10c; M. V., Minn., 


(23) Holy Face: 
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(28) St. Michael: 
Cal., 25ce. Total, $303.70. 
(29) St. John the Divine: 
Mary: $260.25. 
(31) Five Wounds: N. B. C., Cal., 10c 
(32) Holy Spirit: M. V., Minn., $1. 
(33) Our Lady of Prompt Succor: 
C. O., Cal., $2. Total, $240.35. 


M. M., Cal., $1; L. A., N. O., $1; N. B., 


$279.51. (30) St. Margaret 
Total, $255.60. 
Total, $247.65. 

N. B. C., Cal. 10c; 


(34) St. Margaret of Scotland: F. D., $25. Total, $230.47. 
(35) Sorrowful Mother: $222.35. (36) Holy Family: 
$181.75. (37) Brother Jude: $179.00. 


(38) Archangel Raphael: N. B. C., Cal., 10c. Total, $126.10. 

(39) Sacred Head: $124.25. 

(40) Our Lady of the Miraculous 
25c. Total, $124.25. 

(41) Our Lady of the Atonement: C. O., Cal., $1. 
$87.25. 

(42) 


Medal: N. B. C., Cal, 


Total, 


Most Holy Trinity: $80.40. (43) St. Paul: $62.00. 


(44) Blessed Mother Cabrini: Anon., 50c. Total, $41.00. 

(45) Bro. Anthony, S.A.: M. O’C., Can., $1. Total, $35.25. 

(46) Pius XI: $21.00. 

(47) Monsignor Baker: N. B. C., Cal., 10c; Anon., 50c. 
Total, $5.60. 


(48) Catherine Tekakwitha: $1.25. (49) Bro. Andre: $1.00. 





STUDENTS’ BREAD 


The support of our Students for the Friar-Priesthood 
has always been a real problem with us at Graymoor. 
Although we can report one hundred and twenty-eight 
dollars for the month of October, we still fall far short 
of what is necessary to support these young men, who 
in leaving all to follow Him have chosen, in preference 
to the world, the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar and 
the Passion of Jesus Christ. The Blessed Sacrament, 
as you may have considered, is particularly exempli- 
fied by our word, ATt-ONE-MENT, or complete union 
with Christ, which is the aim of each candidate for 
our holy Society, while the same word, Atonement, in 
another aspect is specifically applicable to that Sacri- 
fice upon the Cross made by Our Divine Lord as the 
Supreme Act of Atonement. 

Perhaps you in your gratitude for these gifts will 
remember our young Students at Graymoor in an act 
of generous self-denial, that we may the more easily 
meet our obligations in the payment for those material 
necessities with which we must provide our Students. 
And may you be abundantly blessed for what you can 
do for us! 

Previously Reported: $7,679.51. P. Lambert,.N. J., $1; 
M. Menzel, N. Y., $1; Mrs. M. Murphy, N. Y., $1; M. Harri, 
Me., $5; E. Sangillipo, N. Y., $1; Mrs. M. Cullen, N. Y., $20; 
Mrs. J. Allan, R. I., $5; Mrs. M. Mahoney, Conn., $2; Mrs. 
P. Monahan, N. Y., $1; Mr. and Mrs. G. Effenberger, N. Y., 
$1; R. Malone, N. Y., $1; J. Hamil, N. Y., $1; R. Schnelten, 
Ill, $15; D. Downs, N. Y., $20; H. Risston, Mich., $1; E. 
Morrissey, N. H., $1; H. Velhoj, Mo., $3; J. Kehn, N. Y., $1; 
A. Glasser, Mass., $1; G. Devine, N. Y., $5; M. O’Brie 
Mass., $10; Mrs. F. Scharer, Cal., $2; F. Feldermon, Mich., 
$3; M. Lecion, Conn 15c; L. Matthiew, Me., $5; A. Lynch, 
Ind., 50c; Mrs. G. Redlack, Wis., $1; Mrs. J. Swartz, N. J., 
$1; J. Milburn, Ann., $1.63; Anon., $2; Anon., $6; Visitors, 
$8.75. Received during October, 1939: $128.03. Grand 
Total, $7,807.54. 








Novena to the Holy Ghost Through Our 
Lady of the Atonement 


There has existed for many years at the Major 
Seminary of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, 
Brookland, Washington, D. C., a Novena to the Holy 
Ghost. It begins on the 7th day of each month and 
ends on the 15th, with the exception of the month in 
which occurs the Feast of Pentecost. In that month 
the Novena always begins on the Saturday after the 
Feast of the Ascension. 

We have never succeeded in enlisting a very large 
patronage among our Lamp Readers for this Novena. 
It would indicate a lack of real devotion among the 
Faithful to the Paraclete Whom Jesus promised to 
send to His disciples for their consolation and greater 
sanctification after He should have been separated 
from them by His ascension into heaven. 

We are now making an experiment which we hope 
will prove more successful. Henceforth the Novena 
to the Holy Ghost 
is to be THROUGH 
THE MEDIUM of 
Our Lady of the 
Atonement. In 
other words, those 
who patronize this 
Novena will pre- 
sent their peti- 
tions through Our 
Blessed Lady, 
our Atonement 
Mother, with the 
greater assurance 
of receiving an 
answer, since it 
will be the Spouse 
of the Holy Ghost 
Who will inter- 
cede with the Di- 
vine Paraclete for 
the spiritual and 
material needs of 
those who seek 
the favor of the Holy Ghost through the Novena at 
our Seminary. 

We ask our Readers to make a test of this Novena, 
believing through Our Lady’s intercession the Holy 
Ghost will do much in His infinite power in answer 
to the prayers of the Faithful who are, as Saint Paul 
assures us “the temples of the Holy Ghost.” No one 
loves the Holy Ghost more than Our Lady and no one 
owes so much to the Holy Ghost as does the Blessed 
Virgin. Not only does she owe her Immaculate Con- 
ception to the Holy Ghost but she owes her perfect 
sanctification to Him, for it was the Holy Ghost Who 
kept her without sin all through her pure and holy life 
on the earth. It was the same Holy Ghost that formed 
the Humanity of Jesus Christ, her Divine Son, in the 
womb of the same Blessed Virgin. Mary, herself, was 





As seen from a distance, the Shrine of Our Lady of the Atonement on our 
Seminary Grounds at Brookland, D. C. attracts the attention of all by its 
beauty and setting. 


always a model and pattern of devotion to her 
Heavenly Spouse. When her parents brought her up 
to the temple at a very tender age, she broke loose 
from the grasp of her mother and ran through the 
temple courts and never stopped until she reached the 
Holy of Holies and there before the curtain that hid 
the latter from the worshippers she danced with glee. 
Neither could her parents persuade her to return with 
them. She remained in the temple joining with the 
priests and levites, chanting the Divine praises, the 
Holy Ghost illuminating her understanding to compass 
more than any the deep meaning of the Messianic 
psalms. It was the Holy Ghost dwelling within her 
Who inspired all her actions and guided her foot- 
steps every day in the pathway of Divine Providence. 
Surely our Atonement Mother will want her children 
to know and love the Holy Ghost in the measure of 
our capacity, as 
she has ever loved 
and served Him, 
and by addressing 
your prayers to 
the Holy Ghost 
through Mary, she 
will obtain for 
you from the 
same Divine 
Paraclete a larger 
measure of that 
Sanctifying Grace 
which we all need 
to get to heaven. 

The Editor 
asks you to write 
to him in the 
event of your ob- 
taining some great 
favor through this 
Novena in the 
days tocome, 
which can be pub- 
lished in future issues of THE Lamp to encourage 
more of our readers to have recourse to the Holy Ghost 
through our Atonement Mother. 

Father Angelus, S.A., has erected a beautiful Shrine 
in honor of Our Lady of the Atonement directly in front 
of our Seminary building and has sent us the photo- 
graph which illustrates this article. All that is lack- 
ing is a statue of Our Lady of the Atonement of 
heroic dimensions. We ask our readers to send to 
Father Angelus contributions towards the purchase of 
the statue, or perhaps some one individual will be 
wanting to contribute it as an act of devotion to our 
Atonement Mother. 

Petitions for the Holy Ghost Novena should be 
addressed: Rev. Fr. Angelus, S.A., Atonement Semi- 
nary of the Holy Ghost, Brookland, D. C. 
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St. Anthony in the 


By Cecity HaLLack 


In my country cottage, Saint 
Anthony has the kitchen window 
for a shrine. The cottage was de- 
signed by a famous architect who 
had no common-sense to hinder his 
fancies, and for some reason best 
known to himself he put a round 
window in one corner of the 
kitchen. Kitchen window-sills are 
useful places for pots of herbs or 
red geraniums, but a round window 
sill is there for nothing but to col- 
lect the dust. 

But the curve just permitted one 
thing to stand there, and after 
several housekeeping disasters to 
which St. Anthony was called in, 
his statue was installed there, and 
sometimes a jar of flowers wobbled 
devoutly before it. 

On one occasion, a well-known 
writer on cooking came to lunch, 
and afterwards came to see the 
kitchen because she likes kitchens. 
She admired the utensils, which are 
those of the peasantry of France, 
who know more than anyone else 
how to make the most of simple 
food, and remarked: “You seem 
to have everything, even a Saint!” 

I told her he was the most usefu 
of all, and recounted some of the 
things he had done. My guest 
looked at the plaster statue sus- 
piciously, as much as to say that a 
Saint surely had something better 
to do than help in the kitchen. 

I fancy people have thought that 
of him before. You see, Anthony 
de Bullones was- a young Portu- 
guese noble, recognized as a genius 
before he was fifteen, and by the 
time he was twenty-five an Augus- 
tinian Canon remarkable for his 
learning and eloquence. 





His wonderful talents were be- 
coming more and more appreciated 
every day when he encountered the 
relics of the first Franciscan mar- 
tyrs, with the result that, despite 
the bewildered and despairing ob- 
jections of all his friends, he took 
off his white habit and put on the 
poor undyed woolen dress of the 
field laborers which St. Francis had 
given his Brethren as theirs. 

And after having spent some 
time in solitude and prayer and 
austere penance, he got leave to go 
to Africa to preach to the Moham- 
medan Moors. Whereupon failure 
was added to all that distressed his 
friends. He fell ill, and had to re- 
turn. Even the vessel which was 
to bring him back to Spain was 
driven by contrary winds to Sicily, 
landing him, sick and useless, to 
make his way slowly to Assisi, 
where St. Francis was holding a 
General Chapter. 

Having seen the Seraphic Father, 
he felt the overwhelming need to 
stay near him and learn more of 


Kitchen 


his simplicity and single-hearted 
love of God; and, like a child, he 
asked permission to stay in the 
Italian Province of the Order. 
St. Francis understood and gave 
him leave to do so, but the Supe- 
riors of the various Friaries were 
less inclined to burden their tiny 
hives of devout industry with a 
man, a foreigner, who so obviously 
needed care for his health. 

Besides, the Portuguese, like the 
Spaniards, seemed to have too 
much dignity and formality, which 
looked very much like pride to the 
simple, happy - go- lucky Italians. 
And so no one offered to have him, 
until at last, out of kindness, the 
Guardian of a little Friary near 
Bologna offered to take him to 
serve, as novices did, in the 
kitchen. There he would.be warm 
and at first need not do anything 
more tiring than wash the dishes 
and sweep the floors. 

Anthony was content. And there, 
among the mountains, looking down 
from the kitchen door at the fir- 
covered slopes and the juniper 
bushes which smelled aromatically 
after rain, he found the homely 
humility which he sought. In that 
little hermitage were charity and 
austerity and peace. 

No one knows how long this state 
of affairs might have gone on, had 
not the whole community of the 
hermitage, including the cook and 
Anthony, had the duty of being 
present at an assembly of Francis- 
cans and Dominicans at Forli, 
near by. 

It was apparently of Franciscan 
organizing, for we are told that the” 
Dominicans, as guests, were invited 
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by the ingenuous Franciscans to 
preach to them. But the Domini- 
cans, who regarded a sermon as a 
serious matter, humbly said they 
were not prepared. 

Whereupon the Guardian of the 
hermitage, with what may have 
been the humor of his nation or the 
supernatural simplicity of his 
Order, beckoned to the cook’s as- 
sistant, the young Portuguese, and 
bade him preach, saying whatever 
the Holy Ghost put in his mouth. 
Anthony took this for a joke, and 
smilingly said that by now he knew 
how to sweep the house fairly well, 
but . . . I think he had forgotten 
that he had ever been anything but 
a lowly Franciscan Friar, so com- 
pletely was he absorbed in the 
Franciscan life of absolute humility 
and labor. But the Guardian bade 
him do as he was told. 

I see Anthony, no longer sickly, 
but brown with the mountain air 
and strong from the hard, commen 
life, lifting his head from the 
Guardian’s gaze, absent-mindedly 
fingering his cord, and opening his 
mind, obediently to the Holy 
Ghost. There was no trace of self- 
consciousness, I am sure. 

Anthony had learned the size of 
life in that university of reality, 
the poor hermitage. He had com- 
pared the worth of all human learn- 
ing beside one pure act of love of 
God. He was now concerned with 
being obedient, not with preaching 
in itself. Was it in halting Italian, 
the colloquial Italian he had learned 
from the simple Friars, that his 
genius began to make its way to 
the minds of the listeners? Or was 





Down through the centuries no 
one has hesitated to trouble Saint 
Anthony, even with the smallest 
intentions; knocking at his door 
in Heaven to ask his prayers for 
small things as once the peasantry 
knocked on the door of the 
hermitage. When we appeal to 
him it is always to the Saint-who- 
understands, and no one remem- 
bers that he had a genius for any- 
thing but . . . kindness. 











it the sudden effortless Latin of the 
scholar which astounded them? 

Be that as it may, there were suf- 
ficiently good critics present to 
realize that the cook’s assistant of 
the hermitage was preaching as 
they had never heard a man preach 
in their lives. Not only with vision 
and ardour such as give a Saint 
eloquence, but with the unconscious 
erudition and apparently unlimited 
culture of the man to whom learn- 
ing has been merely a means of 
worshipping Truth. 

And gradually, as he became lost 
to all but his theme, his voice rang 
out with such persuasive authority 
that he seemed eloquence incar- 
nate, and the wondering men 
around him even forgot their won- 
der and were absorbed—Francis- 
cans and Dominicans alike—in the 
sermon of St. Anthony. 

Anthony’s days in the kitchen 
were over. St. Francis himself 
sent him to prepare the way for the 
Friars to enter the world of studies 
and university life. It is impos- 
sible that he was sorry: for the true 
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student who has been taken from 
his books and discussions is like a 
fish put back in the stream, when 
he is allowed to return to them. He 
is more at home in the realm of 
ideas than among events and cir. 
cumstances. 

So it may have been with a half. 
rueful smile that St. Anthony found 
himself with a pen in his hand 
instead of a broom; but, had any. 
one looked in on him half an hour 
later, he would have seemed lost to 
the world, writing, writing, reading, 
reading. 

But here is the point of it all, 
Had he remained to cultivate his 
career, had he remained the bril- 
liant young Canon at Coimbra, it is 
unlikely he would never have seen 
the inside of a kitchen. He would 
have gone in and out of doors of 
the learned, but never have opened 
the back door of a Friary to a poor 
woman asking prayers for her sick 
child and a cup of milk for it. 

We shall make an immense mis- 
take if we think of his learning as 
something that made him inhuman, 
because Catholic philosophy 
teaches a man about his fellow- 
creatures and the mysteries of 
human nature and of all creation. 

St. Anthony is proof that the 
most brilliant of talents, the most 
profound learning should not make 
a man lose touch with other humar 
beings, but rather should and can 
give him greater light on their 
troubles. 

He was and he remained a Fran- 
ciscan Friar, the friend of all, con- 
soler of the sad, a man to whom 
children ran.—Zealandia. 





A. ei. 


ST. ANTHONY’S PERPETUAL NOVENA AT GRAYMOOR 


Since his death, St. Anthony’s fame as a restorer of lost things, as comforter of the afflicted, as a helper in neces- 
sities, as the glory of the Franciscan Order and as a continuous worker of miracles, has grown from day to day. His 
clients are numbered by the millions and their number increases apace. 

Here at Graymoor we receive hundreds of petitions to be prayed for in the Perpetual Novena at St. Anthony’s 
Shrine, and it is notable from the letters of thanksgiving which come to us that a great number of favors are 
granted in business or financial matters. This led us to propose to St. Anthony’s Clients the formation of a Tithe 
Club—which is in fact but another name for St. Anthony’s Bread Fund, and a large enrollment was speedily achieved. 
There is no better way you can show appreciation for favors received through St. Anthony’s intercession than by 
contributing a tithe or small percentage of your income to this fund for the support of our poor students, and the 
hundreds of poor wayfarers—Brothers Christopher—who seek our hospitality. Humanly speaking, our main reliance, 
next to Divine Providence, for the wherewithal to pay the bills to feed our large company of Christ’s poor here on 
the Mount of the Atonement is the alms contributed by St. Anthony’s Clients. 

Send your petitions to St. Anthony’s Perpetual Novena, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., promising, if your peti- 
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on bread for the poor. 
gaining the help of St. Anthony than by aiding a cause so dear to his heart. 


There is no more effective way of 
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IRISH FRIARS MAKE AN APPEAL 


The American Custody of the Irish Capuchin Fa- 
thers makes an appeal to Catholic friends and sympa- 
thiers for aid in a very pressing crisis. The Fathers, 
under instructions, have opened a novititate at Holly 
Oak, close by Wilmington, Delaware, to train Ameri- 
can young men for the priesthood and the religious 
life. The purchase of property and the building of 
St. Patrick’s small, but beautiful monastery, overlook- 
ing the broad, peaceful waters of the Delaware river, 
made it necessary to incur an expenditure of over 
$75,000—a debt which is absolutely crushing under 
existing conditions. 

The community of Irish Friars has neither a public 
church nor oratory, nor any social activities, and must 
needs depend for existence and growth on the slender 
income from missionary labors and the charity of 
friends and well-wishers. At present the situation of 
the Friars is critical and forces them to issue an urgent 
plea for outside help in order to save the monastery 
from bankruptcy or complete loss. 

All who aid the Capuchin Fathers of St. Patrick’s 
Monastery, will have full share in: 

(a) 500 daily Masses for benefactors; and (b) A 
special Mass every Monday for benefactors of the 
Monastery. 

This appeal rings out in the names of St. Patrick 
and St. Francis. May it bring a response worthy of its 
noble purpose. 

“That man may last but never lives 
Who much receives but nothing gives; 
Whom none can love, whom none can thank, 
Creation’s blot, creation’s blank.” 


TuHeE IrtisH-AMERICAN CAPUCHIN FATHERS. 





A CRY FROM PALESTINE AND SYRIA 


We have recently received a letter from a Sister of 
the Carmel of St. Joseph, whose active missionary la- 
bor takes them far afield from the Mother House at St. 
Martin Belle-Roche (France) into Palestine, Syria, 
Egypt and Morocco. 

Ven. Sr. St. John of the Cross writes: “The mission- 
ary life is very hard, indeed, and in these last years 
with the troubles between the Arabs and the Jews the 
works are very much disturbed. How many poor in 
the streets there are without shelter and without food! 
In our orphanages, dispensaries and schools, we re- 
ceive all nationalities, all creeds, all races, our prefer- 
ences being only for the most needy. In my school I 





have six different Religions and each morning I teach 


catechism before all these girls. They like to attend 
religious instructions very much, but they have not the 
light of the Faith, of Baptism, and they don’t under- 
stand well. They believe in God Almighty, but not in 
a God crucified by love for us. It is pitiful to see the 
sufferings of these poor blind souls. I long very much 
to go back to my poor Arabs, or Druses, and all these 
other poor children so far off from the way of salva- 
tion. 

“I am a beggar for the missions. If you would bring 
our case to the notice of some charitable persons who 
would be interested by our present need, how very 
grateful I would be!” 

If any of our Lamp Readers, in their zeal and char- 
ity for the extension of the Kingdom of God, may be 
moved to come to the assistance of Ven. Sr. St. John 
of the Cross, let them send their contributions, no mat- 
ter how small, to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost. We 
will see that they are forwarded to the venerable Sister. 





MATERNITY HOSPITAL AND CHAPEL IN 
HONOR OF OUR LADY OF THE ATONEMENT 


In our September issue we carried an urgent appeal 
in behalf of Mother Mary Margaret of Suket, India, 
who is trying to collect sufficient funds for the erection 
of a Maternity Hospital. The following extracts from 
a recent letter from her will give our Readers some 
idea of the dire need experienced by Mother Mary 
Margaret’s Community in their plea for this most nec- 
essary maternity hospitalization in a land where creed 
and custom permits the services of only women prac- 
titioners. 

Very Reverend and dear Father: 

Praised be Our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Thank you very much for your very kind letter of 
June 17th just received. I cannot express my deepest 
gratitude for the great sympathy you have given to 
our Mission and for the generous donation you promise 
towards the Maternity Ward. My heart, on receiving 
it, rose to God and in fervent prayer, thanked Him to 
have chosen you to help His little flock, which is in- 
deed in direst need of aid. 

The Maternity Ward will consist of about six rooms 
and a verandah all around. The Chapel will not be 
larger than one of the rooms, but it will be done in 
such a way that from the exterior it can be easily 
recognized as a sanctuary dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of the Atonement. 

Thank you for the appeal you promised to place in 








THE Lamp to obtain the necessary amount. God bless 
and reward you for your charity which is for the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls. 

From India we are only able to obtain small dona- 
tions which I am using for our daily expenses as we 
are very poor. I have sometimes not even the necessi- 
ties to feed the four nuns under my charge and my 
poor orphans. For months I have fed my community 
only on lentils and onions, but, we are, nevertheless, in 
spite of that, very happy. 

Please express my gratitude to the Reverend Mother 
General for her generous donation. 

Yours religiously in 
Jesus Christ, 
MoTHER Mary MarGaret. 


Epitor’s Note: We 
have received a few do- 
nations in response to the 
September appeal of 
Mother Mary Margaret, and 
we are hopeful that by 
bringing this most neces- 
sary work of charity to the 
attention of our Readers 
again, the full amount of 
financial aid needed will 
soon be forthcoming. A re- 
cent visitor to Graymoor 
handed to one of our Fa- 
thers an envelope with an 
offering for the Maternity 
Hospital at Suket, India, 
the note accompanying the 
gift bearing only the signa- 
ture “Mary” and no ad- 
dress. We would like to 
hear again from this kind 
donor with her name and 
address unless she wishes 
to remain anonymous. 

Do, please, send an offer- 
ing, no matter how small, 
to the Union-That-Nothing- 
Be-Lost, Graymoor, Garri- 
son, N. Y., that we may 
forward it to Mother Mary 
Margaret. 





A LETTER FROM MOTHER THEODORA 
IN NANGINA 


Epitor’ Foreworp: Instead of an appeal from Father 
Coenen (pronounced Koonan,) the Apostle of Nangina, 
whom the Veterans of The Lamp Army have known 
for years, we are introducing to our Lamp Readers, old 
and new, now for the first time, Mother Theodora, the 
Superior of the Ursuline Nuns who have been estab- 
lished at the Nangina Mission now for two years. We 
believe Mother Theodora’s letter will evoke the lively 
interest of our Readers in the Nangina Mission: 


Dear Benefactors : 
For the last two years we have been working to- 
gether with Father Coenen in the Mission of Nangina, 





An Aspirant to the Religious Life—for the Native é 
Sisterhood Under the Direction of Mother Great indeed would be 


Theodore at Nangina. 
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dedicated to the “Canadian Martyrs” and it is truly a 
fruitful vineyard for souls. 


_ Our main work is the education of the girls, espe. 
cially those among whom the seed of Christianity has 
already been sown and who have been baptized. 

_ Due to their religious instructions several grown-up 
girls have been endowed with a holy vocation—a call. 
ing to the religious life. 

_ Surely you can understand how pleased and de 
lighted Father Coenen and we Sisters will be if more 
girls will come forward to join those few who have 
already started a noviciate with us. ' 

Indeed, can Fr. Coenen 
hope or expect from the 
girls anything more sub. 
lime in the future than to 
become “Native Sisters” 
in his parish and who will 
be of great help to the 
priest to gain their ow 
people for Christ our King! 

What greater disappoint. 
ment and sorrow can you 
imagine than to refuse ad- 
mittance to the Noviciate 
of those girls who s 
anxiously call upon us to 
admit them. 

If we would have to 
refuse them just for lack of 
accommodation our sorrow 
would be like the sorrow 
of Our Lady and St. Joseph 
who were refused entrance 
and shelter at the Inn in 
Bethlehem. 

Moreover, if we fail in 
acceptance of those girl 
whom God calls to a reli- 
gious life, their high call- 
ing will simply be lost 
if they must remain in 
heathen surroundings. 


our disappointment if for 
lack of funds to build a 
small house, our ideal to 
train girls for the religious life they are asking for 
would be shattered. 

May we, therefore, appeal most humbly and 
earnestly to the generous consideration of our indis- 
pensable Benefactors for a small gift towards this 
most worthy cause, which indeed deserves the Chris- 
tian charity of all God-loving souls. 

The cooperation of many, contributing just a little 
towards the building of a small house to accommodate, 
say, some 30 to 40 aspirants would be sufficient for 
some years. After continuous supplications we have 
already accepted 6 girls but only a small dwelling, 
which served as our store house, 9 by 20 feet, now 
serves as their temporary abode. 

Rest assured, dear Benefactors, of the humble 
prayers of our simple folks and ours combined for the 
bodily and spiritual welfare of all those who will help 
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us a little, and rest assured as well of God’s own hun- 
dred-fold reward for the assistance they will give us 
in the accomplishment and execution of this most 
worthy cause for God’s greater honor and glory in 
Central Africa. 
Yours most gratefully, 
MoTHER THEODORA. 





A BISHOPS PLEA 


Dear Friends of Christ in the Missions: 

By the grace of God, we had last year 2019 con- 
versions—277 Protestants; and the rest pagans, mostly 
low caste Hindus. There are in India sixty millions 
of these low cast Hindus, “untouchables”, “depressed 
class,” “Adi-Dravidas” as they are otherwise known. 

Archbishop Costantini in his last Mission Message 
says very pertinently: ‘The untouchables feel that, 
in order to be rehabilitated, they must embrace either 
the religion of Christ or that of Mahomed; then they 
will be no longer outcasts but members of a family. 
Hence a great religious and social crisis is stirring this 
hitherto formless mass of 60 million souls. . . . The 
hour of God’s mercy is now striking for the untouch- 
ables. Catholic Missions are throwing wide their doors 
and many of the Adi-Dravidas are entering. The great 
need of the moment is for more missionaries, for more 
catechists, for more abundant means of instructing 
these multitudes in search of happiness and truth. 
Some of the Jndian Missions are pleading for help with 
the desperation characteristic of extreme need or 
peril. For, if this acceptable hour is permitted to slip 
by, we shall arrive too late! Generosity on your part 
today will bear fruit a hundredfold. The same measure 
of charity tomorrow will produce very little fruit, for 
the Adi-Dravidas will have passed over to Islam. 
Need I say more to stimulate your charity for the 
Missions which St. Paul describes as an odor of sweet- 
ness?” (Fides). 

“More Missionaries” are indeed required; but the 
maintenance of those at present is the problem that 
confronts me now. There are 76 Priests working in 
this Mission; and their chief means of support, both 
for themselves and also to a certain extent for the Mis- 
sion centres entrusted to them, is Holy Mass Alms. I 
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pray you, send me Holy Masses; Masses, for what- 
ever intentions they be, for my needy Priests. They 
will all bless you, pray for you and remember you in 
their holy Masses. 

“More Catechists’—Six more are immediately re- 
quired in various places where there is a tide of con- 
versions; they are asking for catechists; lately, for 
instance, an Adi-Dravida leader came to me‘in the 
name of his people, already converts to Protestantism, 
asking to be received into the Church, and the Mission- 
ary has full hopes of getting them all. But I am 
unable to send catechists as I lack the means of sup- 
porting them; about $5 per month must be paid to 
each. Who, of the Friends of Christ, will help me? 

“More abundant means of instruction”—My present 
converts urgently need four chapels; each may cost 
about $800 (plot of ground included). Who will help 
me to provide them with a place for worshipping the 
Lord and hearing His Divine Word? All contributors 
will be prayed for by the whole congregation and in 
the Holy Masses offered in these chapels. Those who 
pay the whole amount for one chapel will, besides, be 
considered Patrons: they may choose the Patron Saint 
of the chapel, and three Holy Masses will be offered 
every year for them in perpetuity. 

This support of my missionaries and catechists, and 
the construction of churches and chapels are a real 
necessity at present. The missionaries are working 
very hard to keep the new converts and to get more 
into the Fold of Christ. In this they have to face not 
only the pagans, the Mohammedans, but also the many 
Protestant Missioners working in my Mission; the 
workers, Prayer Halls, Schools, Farms, Industries, etc., 
are a great attraction to the poor people; nevertheless, 
the people appreciate better the Catholic Church where 
they see the divine marks of the One True Church of 
Christ; still many falter and do not step in. Hence 
the urgent necessity of help. 

This is the acceptable hour—“The Hour of God’s 
Mercy”. 

With heartfelt thanks in advance for any help you 
can give me and with assurance of our humble prayers, 

We Rr. Rev. Jerome M. FERNANDEZ, 
Bishop of Quilon. 
Catholic Mission, Quilon, South India. 





soldier on the battlefield. 
existence and near starvation. 


sion and continue to help it.” 





Mass Stipends: The Great Need in The Mission Field 


Mass Stipends are as welcome to Missionary Bishops and Priests as cold water to a wounded 
In some instances they have meant the difference between Missionary 


As one poor Bishop writes: “The burden of this Mission is pressing heavier and heavier 
every day; all alms have stopped, even Mass Intentions which form the main support of my 
Priests, are not forthcoming. We are passing very anxious days. Please pray for this poor mis- 


If each of the heroic Missionary Priests couid but receive a daily Mass Stipend he could 
easily support himself and even have something left over to aid in the relief of the poor and needy 
who are ever present at his door looking to him for succor. 

We appeal to the Reverend Clergy to send to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor, 
Garrison, New York, their surplus Mass Intentions and such as they are unable to take care of 
personally. They will be distributed to the most needy. 
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Make Room for a Little Pagan 
Infant in a Corner of Your 
Heart in Honor of the 
Dear Christ-Child 


“And she brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the Inn.”—Luke II: 7. 





Ler eae heehee 


Dear Members and Friends of the 
Holy Childhood Association: 


A recent visitor to the Holy Land, describing a jour- 
ney to the sacred spot mentioned above by Saint 
Luke, says: “It was with joy that I entered the court- 
yard that led to the Basilica of the Nativity. Bending 
low through the doorway, my eyes first rested on the 
Chapel of the Greeks. I accepted the wax taper from 
the ever-watchful Greek Priest and passing their 
altar, decorated as usual with what seemed like tinsel, 
descended the sixteen stairs to the Grotto of the Na- 
tivity. It was a gloomy crypt under the main altar, yet 
how sacred; for there Jesus was born. I knelt in si- 
lence. Lights from the fifty-three lamps, nineteen of 
which belong to the Latins, dispelled the gloom and the 
darkness. On the floor of white marble was a ver- 
million star fitted into the pavement, and I read the 
words: 


Hic De Vircine Maria, Jesus CuHristus Natus Es?” 
—St. Luke II, 1-7. 


Such, the description of the holy silence of the spot 
which nineteen centuries ago cradled the Prince of 
Peace! Today, with the thunder of war clouds rumb- 
ling over the Orient and Occident, we find a far differ- 
ent picture of a world at war, and Sr. Mary Francis of 
the Maryknoll Religious at Loting, South China, in a 
recent letter speaks of the constant menace of bomb- 
ing planes, like vultures of death, swarming the 
horizon of Kwangtung: “The week of August 13th was 
a rather difficult one for us. Practically the entire days 
of Sunday, Monday and Tuesday were spent in our 
‘shelter; because the ‘birds’ had many comings and 
goings. 

“On Sunday the 13th, two of our little ones, of a 
group we had sent out to a nearby village for safety 
were brought back to us and died the same day of 
some strange illness. These two tots were three and 
five years old. Monday morning another three-vear- 
old was brought in and all our efforts failed to save 
her. There is a Chinese doctor in town, who studied 
in the States, and he took splendid care of Fr. K., at 
the time of his accident, but on account of the fre- 














quent ‘warnings, it was impossible to locate him. By 
Monday night we had the entire group back with us, 
minus, of course, the three who had flown off to 
Heaven. The doctor arrived Monday evening and he, 
too, was puzzled, as to the strange illness. The child 
would be quite normal and suddenly collapse, lose 
consciousness and go into convulsions. 

“During Mass on Our Lady’s Assumption, right at 
the time when we were receiving Holy Communion, a 
‘warning’ was given. We had to wait well over an 
hour before the air was cleared. At the same time we 
had word that the oldest of the little group mentioned 
above was taken ill. All efforts failed and at four 
o'clock in the afternoon she went to be with Our 
Blessed Mother and her three little companions. 

“We can’t help feeling that these four little ‘Saints 
are doing more for us now than they could while they 
were with us. Since August 15th, we have had only 
one ‘warning’ and we have neither seen nor heard the 
‘birds’ since that day. Thank God.” 

Perhaps, like the magi of old, on Christmas Day, 
you will wish to bring your gift to the Christ-Child. 
And what more lovely in His sight than the gift of a 
pagan infant, regenerated by the waters of Baptism? 
Such a gift would be in accord with the purpose of that 
Great Birth at midnight, nineteen centuries ago in the 
Grotto of the Nativity—for the regeneration of man- 
kind—and earn for its donor the promise of Our Di- 
vine Lord: “For whosoever shall give you to drink a 
cup of water in my name, because you belong to Christ: 
amen I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

May your Christmas be a holy and happy one and 
your New Year an era of supernatural grace! 

Devotedly yours in the Infant King, 
AUNT HELEN. 





CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE RANSOM AND 
SUPPORT OF CHINESE BABIES 


_ October has furnished us with the Largest Contribu- 
tion of the Year for the rescue and support of Chinese 
Babies. This particularly encourages us in view of 


the constant demands for funds we experience from 
those in the Field Afar engaged in this worthy work, 
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and as we approach 1940, we ventur: 
to hope that we may no longer fall 
short of our monthly objective, as we 
have in the past, but that the sum of 
five hundred dollars may be forth- 
coming each month for the ransom of 
Pagan children. We urge each indi- 
vidual, who has helped us during 
1939, to increase your spiritual family 
in the Orient during 1940. We as‘ 
all who have not done so, that they 
ransom a pagan child either by an out- 
tight gift of five dollars, or gradually 
by the Mite Box method, which we 
will, upon application, be glad to send 
you. To those various individuals 
who form our clubs, sodalities and 
social groups, we request their combined interest dur- 
ing 1940 for the ransom of a pagan baby, and we ask 
all Secretaries of Clubs, Sodalities and Social groups 
to regard this as an open letter of appeal for their help 
and charity. 


The Holy Name Parish of Cleveland, Ohio, through 
their Secretary, Mrs. J. H., has furnished us with the 
first Parent-Teacher Association group to interest 
themselves in the ransom of a Pagan Baby. We quote 
an extract from their letter, hoping it may prove an 
incentive to emulation, and other groups of like nature 
may be moved to follow in their footsteps: 


“Your appeal in THE Lamp to Clubs and Sodalities 
to ransom pagan babies, was brought before our 
P. T. A. group and met with a favorable response. 
Will you kindly furnish us with a Mite Box? Perhaps 
other Catholic P. T. A. groups will be glad to adopt 
this cause. Inasmuch as we are all Mothers, what more 
appropriate charity than the rescue of babies? We 
gladly put our pennies in the Sick Box, a penny in the 
Mite Box would be another pleasure. ...I1 know that 
a great many of us will be moved to offer more than 
a penny.” 


Previously Reported: $2,885.94... M. Hamilton, N. Y. C., 
$1.15; Mrs. A. Murley, Ind., $5; Mrs. M. Collins, N. Y., $5; 
Mrs. M. Rouse, N. Y., $10; Anon., $5; A. Dunleavy, N. J., 
$10; Mrs. M. King, Mass., $1; P. Ryan, N. Y., $5; E. 
Zeegler, O., $5; H. Reynolds, Mich., $5; M. V. Hayes, N. J. 
$5; G. Boist, N. Y., $5; Mrs. R. Hurley, N. Y., $5; Mrs. J 
Cortez, O., $3; M. Ryan, N. Y., $5; Mrs. J. Wilson, Mass., 
$10; Mrs. J. Hinds, Minn., $5; Mrs. A. George, N. Y., $2.50; 
Mrs. A. McIntyre, O., $5; I. Weiner, Mich., $15; A. Kleinke, 
Pa., $5; E. Fallon, N. Y., $5; F. Mullaney, N. Y., $5; K. 
Murphy, N. Y., $5; M. Dalton, N. Y., $5; C. Hickey, Ann., 
$186.12; E. A. Atell, Md., $5; W. Davis, Mass., $5; Misses 
Winnie, N. Y., $5; Mrs. A. Quellette, Mich. $5; Mrs. E. 
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Reynolds, Pa., $5; M. Downey, Md., $10; 
N. Scharrer, D. C., $5; N. Scully, IL, $5; 
Mrs. J. Felty, O., $10; N. Hayes, Mo., $10; 
M. Clifford, Wis., $5; Mrs. A. Dudas, N. 
Y., $5; C. Manion, N. Y., $5; E. Broker, 
Minn., $25; Mrs. E. Therrien, Mo., $5; L. 
Wall, Va., $5; Mrs. A. Wells, N. J., $5; 
Anonymous, Mass., $5; Mrs. M. Flynn, 
Pa., $5; Mrs. Mix, Ky., $5; Mrs. G. Meyer, 
N. Y., $5; A. Rocklage. Ill, $5; M. Mc- 
Carthy, Ind., $5; E. Ziegler, O., $5; D. 
O’Connor, N. Y., $5; M. Kelb, N. J., $5; 
N. and C. Malene, O., $5; F. Kieserling, 
Minn., $5; A. Kawalski, Pa., $5; M. 
Cooper, Cal., $20. Received during Octo- 
ber, 1939: $533.77. Grand Total, $3,309.71. 





LETTERS FROM AUNT HELEN’S MAIL BAG 


Mrs. J. B., Marshall, Mich.: Enclosed is money order 
for five dollars which I am giving to purchase a Chinese 
baby to be named Ann Elizabeth. The offering is for a 
temporal favor received. 

Mrs. Mc—., Jersey City, N. J.: Sometime ago I promised 
Our Lady I would adopt two Chinese babies, if she granted 
my intention and she did. Please call one Margaret and 
the other Eugene. 

Miss W. A. M., Valley Falls, R. I.: I am enclosing a 
check for five dollars to ransom a Chinese baby to be called 
Joanna. This is in memory of 
away December 17, 1938. 

Mrs. O. W., Witewasch, Wis.: Am enclosing five dollars 
for the ransom of a Chinese baby; if a boy, Olaf Michael 
if a girl, Mary Josephine, one sick and soon to die. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. O., Great Valley, N. Y.: Enclosed find 
ten dollars to rescue two Pagan babies to be baptized, 
Mary Philomena and Mary Ann, babies who are about to 
die. 

M. T., New York City: I promised to give five dollars 
in thanksgiving to the Infant Jesus for a Chinese baby, 'f 
everything turned out all right. Enclosed is two dollars 
and will send three more as soon as I get it. 

Mrs. R. D., Waterbury, Conn.: I am enclosing five «lol- 
lars for the ransom of a Chinese baby, one that will svon 
go to heaven, in thanksgiving to Jesus and Mary and Joseph 
for a great favor I have received since I ransomed the last 
baby. (This is my 14th). . 

Mr. Ed. Z., Harrison, Ohio: Enclosed please find five 
dollars to buy a Pagan baby, a Hindoo, if you ca; if not, 
then buy a Chinese baby. Please name it I{enrietta Joseph 
Singh. This is my sixteenth baby. 

Mrs. A. O. P., Queens Village, L. ' 
five dollars to ransom a baby girl to ' 
in honor of the Blessed Virgin and ‘ 


my mother who passed 


i am enclosing 
named Mary Ann 
Ann 





PLEASE REMEMBER— 


where. 


Dues for each member are twelve cents a year. 


New York. 





The Holy Childhood Association (of which the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost has @ Branch) is a world- 
wide Society of Catholic Children, whose object is the ransom, education and support of pagan children every- 


and dead. Benefits of Membership are many Masses, prayers and indulgences. 
Send offerings and applications for membership to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor, Garrison, 


Infants and children of all ages are eligible, both living 
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We cannot reiterate too often that the chief purpose 
for which the Rosary League of Our Lady was founded 
more than thirty years ago at Graymoor, is to foster 
devotion to the Holy Mother of God whom we lovingly 
invoke in all our spiritual and temporal necessities 
under the beautiful title of Our Lady of the Atone- 


ment. 

The Rosary League is a So- 
dality or Confraternity—binding 
into one all the Children of Mary 
who invoke her under the title of 
Our Lady of the Atonement. It 
was approved and indulgenced 
by Pope Benedict XV. 

All who join the Rosary League 
and practice its Rule of Prayer 
are ipso facto Associates of the 
Society of the Atonement and 
sharers in its good works, inter- 
cessions and spiritual graces and 
rewards; they also constitute one 
spiritual family with the Friars, 
Sisters and Tertiaries of the 
Atonement, and are included in 
the general family designation of 
The Children of the Atonement. 


SprrRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


One hundred and fifty Masses 
are said yearly by Missionary 
Priests for the spiritual and tem- 
poral benefit of all enrolled mem- 
bers of the Rosary League, liv- 
ing and departed. 

The Indulgences granted by 
Pope Benedict XV. are: 

Plenary on October 7th and on 
the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Atonement, July 9th and Partial 
for each recitation of each of the 
three prayers given below: (a) 
the daily prayer, “O God, Who 
hast prepared”, (b) the ‘“Three- 
fold Salutation”, (c) the “Morn- 
ing Offering.” 

THE DAILY PRAYER OF THE 
CHILDREN OF THE 
ATONEMENT 


O God, Who hast prepared for 
those who love Thee such good 
things as pass man’s understanding, 
pour into the hearts of the Children 
of the Atonement such love towards 














“Gloria in Excelsis Deo” 


GIFTS 


No frankincense and myrrh have I 
To bring this Christmas morning, 

But I can give a robe of praise 
To aid in Christ’s adorning. 


No jewelled box of gems I bear 
To proffer at the altar, 

But I can bring the gold of love 
And faith that does not falter. 


O Christ, accept these tributes now, 
From one, though poor and lowly 

Who yet can worship with my all 
The Saviour pure and holy! 


—Marion H. Addington 











Thee that we, loving Thee in and above all things, may 
obtain Thy promises which exceed all that we can desire, 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

THE THREEFOLD SALUTATION 


We salute thee, Holy Mary, Daughter of God the Father, 


and entreat thee to obtain for us a 
devotion like thine own to the Most 
Sweet Will of God. 

We salute thee. Virgin Mother of 
God the Son, and entreat thee to 
obtain for us such union with the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus that our own 
hearts may burn with love of God 
and an ardent zeal for the Salvation 
of Souls. 

We salute thee, Immaculate 
Spouse of God the Holy Ghost, and 
entreat thee to obtain for us such 
yielding of ourselves to the Blessed 
Spirit, that He may, in all things, 
direct and rule our hearts and that 
we may never grieve Him in thought 
or word or deed. 

THE MORNING OFFERING 

O my God, I offer thee today my 
prayers, works and sufferings in 
union with the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary with the intention wherewith 
our Great High Priest pleads His 
Atonement in Holy Mass, in thanks- 
giving for Thy favors, in Atonement 
for our offences, for the petitions of 
all our Associates and especially for 
the Sanctification and Increase of 
the Children of the Atonement, the 
Unity of Christians and the Con- 
version of the World through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 


The dues of membership in 
the Rosary League are very 
nominal, being only fifty cents a 
year. That includes a subscrip- 
tion to the little quarterly maga- 
zine THE CANDLE, issued by the 
Sisters of the Atonement as the 
material link that binds the 
members in the prayers and good 
works of the organization. 

THE Novena To Our Lapy 

Of the many hundreds who 
send in petitions for remem- 
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brance in the Novena each month at Our Lady’s Shrine 
at Graymoor, a goodly percentage are not enrolled 
members of the Rosary League, due perhaps to a mis- 
taken notion that to be an enrolled member one takes 
on an obligation binding in conscience. 

Being a member of the Rosary League entails only 
a free-will obligation, the extent of the observance of 
which redounds in a greater or less degree to the spir- 
itual enrichment of the member. Why not, when again 
sending a petition for the Novena, ask the Sisters to 
enroll you as a member of the Rosary League or for 
information on any question regarding it which you 
may have in mind? 

As all Readers of THe Lamp know, the Novena to 
Our Lady of the Atonement begins on the first Satur- 
day of every month, therefore the next Novena will 
start on January 6th, and it will offer a most auspicious 
beginning of the New Year by our Rosary League 
members. This Novena is becoming widely known as 
the Novena of Last Resort because so many petition- 
ers after making other Novenas, have been vouchsafed 
a favorable response through the intercession of Our 
Lady of the Atonement. 

Address your petitions to: Sisters of the Atonement, 
St. Francis Convent, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR FAVORS RECEIVED 


Miss N. B., Hoboken, N. J.: 
ing to be included in your Novena to Our Lady of the 
Atonement. I said the prayers faithfully every single day 
since and am glad to say that Our Lady of the Atonement 
has helped me considerably and that the distress which 
interfered with carrying on my work, physically, has passed 
away. I promised an offering for Mother Lurana Burse, 
which I am enclosing. 


Some time ago [ wrote ask- 


Miss A. D., Philadelphia, Pa.: Some time ago I wrote to 
you asking for your prayers that I return to work and I am 
happy to say that I am now back to work again. I am 
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sending the enclosed as an offering to Our Lady of the 
Atonement in thanksgiving. 


Miss M. O’C., Carbondale, Pa.: Enclosed you will find 
an offering in thanksgiving for favors received through the 
intercession of Our Lady of the Atonement. 

\ member of St. Louis Parish, Batesville, Ind Enclosed 
you will find an offering in thanksgiving to Our Lady of the 
Atonement for favors received. I promised this offéring if 
my brother and two friends arrived home safely from a 
recent trip. Their safe return was granted for which I 
sincerely thank Our Lady of the Atonement 

Mrs. J. A. L., Munsey Park, L. I.: Enclosed you will find 
a check in the amount which I promised as a thanksgiving 
offering if my petition in the Novena of Last Resort was 
granted. I wrote in my letter to you that a miracle would 
be necessary if my petition were to be granted and indeed 
it was a miracle in a way, because it was answered so sud- 
denly and unexpectedly. 

Miss A. M. McC., Brooklyn, N. Y.: 
offering in thanksgiving for a spiritual and temporal favor 
granted in my brother's behalf. His conversion had been a 
great struggle to begin with, almost hopeless, but he has 
persevered for longer periods in the state of grace since I 
began my Novena to Our Lady of the Atonement and I 
will continue making them for the grace of his final perse- 


Enclosed please find 


verance. 

\ and E. S., Huntington, L. L: 
closed small offering in thanksgiving for favors received 
through the intercession of Our Lady of the Atonement. 

C. F., New York. N. Y.: I wish to take this opportunity 
in offering my grateful thanks to Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment for the success at recent examinations of my sister in 
nursing. I had her intentions prayed for in your Novena. 
Asking you to kindly continue to remember us in your 
prayers and Novenas. 

Mrs. M L., New York: I made a Novena in August to 
Our Lady and my request was granted. I promised an offer- 
Keep on praying for me. 


Please accept the en- 


ing in thanksgiving for the favor. 





WMCA—New York 


WNAC—Boston WSAR—Fall River 





LISTEN TO THE “AVE MARIA RADIO HOUR” 


The “Ave Maria Hour,” under the direction of Rev. Father Patrick McCarthy of the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement at Graymoor, is widely acclaimed in all parts of the country as the most 
beautiful and inspiring program broadcast over the Radio. 

Every Sunday Evening at 6:30 
Over These Stations: 
WIP—Philadelphia 


And from these stations in New England at 2 o’clock, Sunday Afternoon: 


Also throughout the United States by electrical transcription over 125 stations. 


Featuring a Dramatization of the Lives of the Saints 
JOIN IN THE NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 


At St. Christopher’s Inn, Garrison, N. Y. 
Every Wednesday Afternoon at 2 o’clock over Station WMCA, New York. 


WCBM—Baltimore, Md. 


WLLH—Lowell WSPR—Springfield 
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Beloved Sons and Daughters of the Atonement: 

When this communication reaches you from me, 
your Spiritual Father in the Atonement, your mind 
and heart will be full of preparations for and anticipa- 
tions of Christmas Day, now so swiftly approaching. 

I wonder, if I can help you celebrate the Birthday of 
the Saviour with a greater comprehension of what the 
birth of Mary’s Babe in Bethlehem means to you and 
with a deeper joy than you have ever experienced on 
Christmas Day before. 

I am going to make the effort at any rate. 

Of course the highest pitch to which your joy will 
attain on December 25th, 1939, will be at that raptur- 
ous moment, when Jesus born anew at the Midnight 
Mass (or else in the early morning of that Day of days) 
will certainly come to you (whether you clearly discern 
His presence or not) in Holy Communion. Nothing pos- 
sibly can, nothing ought to, satisfy that inborn craving 
of your soul for happiness as the coming of the Word- 
Made-Flesh, the Babe of Bethlehem, to kiss you with 
His rosy lips, to touch your tongue with His baby feet 
as He passes over them through your mouth, as an 
open door, to rest not until He finds a cradle prepared 
for Him in your heart, where He will lie, as He did 
in the manger crib of Bethlehem, but not to sleep, 
unmindful of the loved one He has come to abide with, 
but to embrace you with those tiny arms, as He did 
Mary, His mother, in the stable of His nativity, or 
St. Anthony when He visited him one night in the 
nobleman’s palace. 

This that I write to you is not mere rhetoric, or fic- 
tional rhapsody, but the language of Divine Inspira- 
tion. Hear the words of St. John, the Disciple that 
leaned on Jesus’ breast at supper, “The Word (i.e. the 
Eternal Son of God) was made Flesh and dwelt among 
us and we beheld His glory, as of the Only Begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. He came unto 
His own and His own received Him not—but To as 
MANY AS RECEIVED Him (i.e. in Holy Communion) To 
THEM GAVE HE POWER TO BE MADE THE SONS OF Gop.” 

And again mark these words, which issued from the 
mouth of the Very Word of God Himself: ‘“Whoso 
eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood DWELLETH IN 
ME AND I IN HIM.” 

Or yet again, the first verse of the Canticle of Can- 
ticles: “Let Him kiss me with the kiss of His mouth!” 

Do you know about the ecstatic communions of 
Theresa Neumann? How she sees in vision before’ 
her Midnight Communion at Christmas Jesus as a 
Child of wondrous beauty and how every day she is 
made conscious at all times of the Eucharistic Presence 


“This Day is Born to You a 
Who is Christ, the Lord.” 





pas ber hor 48. 


Saviour 


Cc 


--- (St. Luke X:10-11.) 


within her and because of that Presence she has lived 
for more than twelve years without food or drink of 
any kind save the Body and Blood of Christ Whom she 
receives in Holy Communion? 

To strengthen our faith Jesus has seen fit in the 
person of Theresa Neumann to give this striking proof 
of the reality of His Eucharistic Presence, but in fact 
He is no less present corporally in the ordinary Catho- 
lic communicant than He is in Theresa Neumann. 

Perhaps it was an hallucination on her part but upon 
the last Christmas Day she spent upon earth, Sister 
Mary Clare of the Atonement in St. Francis House at 
Graymoor, was prevented from receiving Holy Conm- 
munion by a physical impediment, being extremely ill 
at the time, but on Christmas morning with great glee 
she declared to Mother Lurana that a beautiful Boy 
had brought her Holy Communion while the Sisters 
were absent in Chapel at the time of the Midnight 
Mass. 

The Central Text of the Society of the Atonement, 
as you know is: “We joy 1n Gop through Our Lord 
Jesus Christ by whom we have Now received the 
At-ONE-MEnT,” i.e. Mystical Union with God. 

May you experience at Christmas a truth about 
human happiness, which St. Augustine discovered only 
after he had wasted half of his life in vain pursuit of 
enjoyment along the devious paths the Prodigal Son 
travelled “wasting his substance in riotous living’— 
“O my God, Thou hast made my heart for Thyself and 
it can find rest (and happiness) no where else but in 
Thee.” —(St. Augustine). 

As the Most Blessed among women, our Virgin Lady 
of the Atonement, went into the hill country of Galilee 
with haste and great gladness to visit her cousin Eliza- 
beth after she had conceived in her womb the Word 
Made Flesh and conscious of that Divine Babe within 
her chanted with such exultation her Magnificat and 
as she gave birth to Him with joy amidst the poorest 
and humblest of earthly surroundings, do you as a 
Child of the Atonement walk in the footsteps of our 
Atonement Mother, knowing that all your hope and 
expectation of happiness both in time and eternity 
revolves around the Being, Who created all things by 
the Word of His Mouth, yet condescended to compass 
Himself round about within the narrow confines of 
Mary’s womb, that being born of a Virgin, He might 
wed Himself through all eternity to the sons and 
daughters of men after He had purged them from all 
iniquity in His Precious Blood and by the Sacrament 
of Baptism made them “partakers” with Himself “of 
the Divine Nature’. 


Fr. Pau JAMES Francis, S.A. 
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‘Nothing for Christmas” 


By SERENA Warp 


Mother pulled her old coat close 
about her shoulders and shifted her 
market basket to a more comfort- 
able angle on her thin arm. The 
shops were beautiful this morning, 
she thought, as she lingered a little 
at the windows, her eyes bright and 
appreciative. Christmas was such 
a nice time. Why one never really 
knew there were so many things in 
the world until Christmas came 
around and displayed them in the 
show cases. Goodness! Wouldn’t 
Catherine look sweet in that pink 
and white snow suit? Her black 
hair would sort of show up so 
pretty like. 

“Look, Catherine. Ain’t that 
sweet now?” She edged the little 
girl close to the window. 

“Pretty,” said Catherine indif- 
ferently, her eyes on a twenty-nine 
cent doll like the one Mother had 
hidden in the bottom bureau 
drawer, all dressed up and ready 
for her stocking on Christmas 
morning. 

John, was seriously examining, 
for the nth time, the replica of the 
little red sled stowed under a 
carpet in the clothes closet, and for 
the nth timé he told Mother 
gravely, “I said three Hail Marys 
that the Baby Jesus remind Santa 
Claus to bring it. Jus’ in case he 
might forget.” 

Mother moved along happy in 
the knowledge that Santa was not 
going to forget to bring John the 
sled nor Catherine the doll, and 
that with the twenty-five cents she 
had left she could buy four oranges 
and four candy canes. Christmas 
was certainly very nice. 

But she did wish that she could 
buy a present for Father. She had 
tried to squeeze out twenty-five 
cents for a neck-tie when she knew 
that she could not save a dollar for 
a shirt, but what with the milk 
prices going up, on account of the 
milk war, and Catherine having her 
shoes tapped she guessed there 
would not be even ten cents for a 
handkerchief. 

She knew that Father was going 
to give her a Christmas present. 
Sometimes he skipped his lunch 
and sometimes he walked to work 
and sometimes he worked a little 
overtime and he was so happy 





Wer'hum Caro Fachum sf 


planning to buy her a coat with the 
money. Not that she needed a 
coat, really. This one was quite 
thin and old but it had been cut on 
good lines and still looked stylish, 
even if the fur was beginning to 
look a little ratty and eight years 
old. She’d bought it the winter be- 
fore she and Father were married 
and it certainly had been a good 
coat. 

IT WASN’T BECAUSE FATHER HAD 
BEEN STINGY. FATHER LOVED HER 
DEEPLY AND WANTED TO GIVE HER 
EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD. 

But when you had children you 
had to feed them and clothe them, 
and you had to pay the rent and 
keep them warm. And that was 
why Father couldn’t quite buy a 
coat. That, and the hospital bills 
when the children came. 

Father was such a fine man. But 
he hadn’t any confidence in himself. 
He could make most anything for 
the children out of a sheet of paper 
and a piece of string, or with a 
cigar box and a couple of nails. 
And he was a whizz at figures and 
Mother knew he was worth more 
than twenty dollars a week to his 
boss only his boss never got a 
chance to find it out. Sometimes, 
she thought she’d just like to see 
his boss and tell him how valuable 
a man he had working for him, but, 





of course, she never did because 
Father was afraid of losing his job, 
what with the boss so touchy and 
so many men being laid off from 
work all the time, everywhere. 

Mother wished she could buy 
Father that big flash-light. He did 
so want a flash-light and it would 
make such a nice present. She 
pressed her nose against the pane 
in the sports-goods store, for a 
minute, and walked along, dragging 
the sled with Anna in it, sound 
asleep. Anna was going to have a 
baby doll, but she wouldn’t ap- 
preciate it like Catherine, because 
she was too small. 

It was nice and warm in the 
house and she put Anna in her crib. 
And then she got out her cook book 
to see if she remembered exactly 
how to stuff beef-steak with bread- 
crumbs and sage and onions, so 
that it tasted like duck. Something 
like duck, anyway. 

Father came home presently and 
smacked his lips over his favorite 
supper of pea soup and he looked 
as though he had a lamp lighted in- 
side, somewhere, though he talked 
about the weather, which was blow- 
ing up a storm outside. 

“I’m glad I got the candy canes 
and the oranges this afternoon, 
anyway,” Mother said. “Now 1 
won’t have to go out again in the 
snow. I guess you know how much I 
wish I could have got you a present, 
Timmy, but you know how it is.” 

Timmy’s eyes shone. “Yeah. I 
know,” he responded out of expe- 
rience. “But it isn’t so bad, out, 
once you get into it, and I want you 
should go and get your coat so’st~ 
you can wear it to Mass, tomorrow 
morning. Go on, Milly, now. I'll 
stay with the children and when 
you come back—you know.” He 
telegraphed with his eyes about fill- 
ing the children’s stockings. Father 
was very happy. He ought to be. 
Wherever had he been able to ask 
such a fine girl as Milly to marry 
him? He wasn’t good enough for 
her. Milly deserved better things 
than he could ever give her. But he 
had her and they loved each other 
and he guessed he’d die for her. 

“T’'ll clear up the table,” he said. 
“You go on and get your things.” 

So Mother put on her shabby old 
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coat, cut on good lines, once more, 
and Father handed her his pay 
envelope, with his face very red. 
“Now get a nice coat, Mother,” he 
cautioned and he and the children 
hung around the door so they could 
just touch Mother somewhere, be- 
fore she left them like a ship with- 
out a pilot. 

Mother’s eyes were filled with 
happy tears which she winked out 
before she turned around to kiss 
Father. “You are awfully good to 
me, Father,” she nodded. A funny 
little trick of hers that Father loved. 

“SHUCKS,” HE DECLARED, “IT 
ISN’T HALF WHAT YOU DESERVE, 
MOTHER.” 

He wished there were a thousand 
dollars in the envelope instead of 
twenty. “Get a good coat, now, 
Mother. You can get a nice coat 
with fur on it for twenty dollars 
and I want you should have a coat 
with fur.” 

It really was quite stormy, and 
the snow had drifted up so that it 
came to the top of Mother’s over- 
boots. She was glad it was not a 
wet snow, because her boots had 
seen better days and it would not 
do to get a cold and pass it to 
Father and the children. 

She rather liked plodding along 
through the snow. It made her 
blood race and she felt young. It 
would make a nice Christmas, all 
this snow. 

She thought she’d go to Dilling- 
ham’s. It was the nicest store in 
town and things were very expen- 
sive but you could go down in the 
basement and sometimes get real 
good things for very little, just be- 
cause there was some little flaw, or 
a button was missing, or maybe the 
article was just a little out of style, 
or something. 

But it was quite early and she 
decided she’d first go up to the coat 
department on the fourth floor and 
see just what was the very latest 
thing so that she would know better 
what to pick down in the basement. 

It was very bright and beautiful 
up on the fourth floor and there 
were two young girls and a man 
there. The girls were trying on 
expensive fur coats and the man 
was sitting in a chair watching 
them. So Mother sat down, too. 
She looked a little odd, sitting there 
beside the fur coated gentleman, in 
her eight year old coat, but she did 
not notice because the girls looked 


so beautiful in the coats which they 
rejected one after another, with 
such nonchalance that Mother 
caught her breath. Neither of them 
asked their father’s approval or 
advice and Mother thought if she 
had a father she could not be like 
that. 

She looked at the gentleman. 
There was a sort of hurt look about 
him, that seemed to be a habit, not 
just a passing emotion. A wave of 
pity swept over Mother. “Girls are 
thoughtless,” she said before she 
thought how it might sound to the 
man, but he looked at her and 
nodded. Immediately they realized 
that they understood each other. 

“That gray squirrel, now. That 
was just the thing for Nell. And 
Margery looks best in rough things, 
like that raccoon she had on a 


minute ago.” 

“Yes,” said Mother. ‘“That’s 
right.” 

But Nell decided on Persian 


Lamb and Margery chose a soft 
white fox and the gentleman paid 
the bill. 


While he was paying, the girls 
waved careless, little red nailed 
hands and rushed off, without even 
a thank you. “We’re late, Dad. 
You won’t mind. Putty and Jim are 
waiting for us.” 

Mother told the clerk she did not 
want to buy a coat. She was just 
looking at them. But she was look- 
ing at them wistfully, and the old 
gentleman coming up said: “I'd 
like to get you one. You are like a 
daughter who died.” 

A thrill passed over Mother. A 
fierce desirous thrill. But in a mo- 
ment she looked up at the big man 
and answered seriously. “Thank 
you, but I don’t think it would look 
right for me to have a fur coat 
when my husband earns only 
twenty dollars a week.” She did 
not pretend to misunderstand the 
goodness of the hurt old gentleman. 

“No. It would not.” He rejoined 
and his face settled into the re- 
signed hurt that seemed habitual to 
it as they moved toward the 
elevator. — 

“Maybe,” suggested Mother 
timidly, “maybe you would help 
me pick out a coat down in the 
basement. My husband saved the 
money from his lunches and worked 
overtime to get me a coat for 
Christmas. He is a wonderful hus- 
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band and can do anything. But he 
has no confidence in himself.” 

THE ELEVATOR SCUDDED DOWn- 
WARD AND WHEN IT STOPPED AT THE 
GROUND FLOOR THE OLD GENTLEMAN 
DID NOT GET OUT. 


“T shall be very happy to help 
you pick out a coat down in the 
basement,” he said. “I think you 
should wear something brown and 
woolly and soft. A coat like that 
would just suit you.” 

So THEY SEARCHED THE RACKS 
FOR SOMETHING BROWN AND WOOLLY 
AND SOFT. 

And the whole force of clerks 
were very interested in helping out 
with the hunt. Because they all 
recognized the millionaire, Mr. 
Farrell. All except Mother. 

Finally one was found that suited 
Mr. Farrell and it was—so said the 
clerk—just twenty dollars. Mother's 
eyes were starry and the old gentle. 
man’s were bright and the hurt 
lines about his mouth were all gone 
as if by magic. 

Gallantly, he carried Mother's 
package for her and his step was 
light. And when they reached the 
huge whirling doors at the front of 
the store, they seemed like father 
and daughter. 

“TI wish,” suggested Mother, “that 
you could come to our house for 
dinner tomorrow. We are going to 
have stuffed beefsteak and it tastes 
just like duck if you season it 
right. But of course you will be 
having a much grander dinner and 
we are very poor people.” 

“T should like to come,” declared 
the old gentleman. “I was dining 
at the club. The girls are going out 
to a house-party.” 

“Then, please do come,” urged 
Mother. “My husband will be so 
pleased and the children haven't 
any grandfather.” 

“Well, maybe I can qualify,” Mr. 
Farrell actually chuckled. “And 
maybe, we might find a better job 
for that husband of yours. In the 
meantime, here is my card. So 
you'll know who is to be your 
dinner guest.” 

“Thank you,” said Mother slip- 
ping it inside her glove without 
looking at it. “We live at number 
65 Magnolia Street. Good night.” 


THE OLD GENTLEMAN LIFTED HIS 
HAT AND MOTHER PLODDED OFF— 
scarcely noticing the depth of the 
snow, she was so happy with the 
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coat and so anxious to tell Father 
about the old gentleman and that he 
was coming to dinner and that 
maybe he would get a better job, 
from him. But no, she decided. 
Let that wait. Until tomorrow. 
Maybe that could be her Christmas 
present—if it really happened. 
After all the old man might change 
his mind when he thought it over. 
Things like that happened only in 
books, really. Still— 

Father and the children met her 
at the door with a happy rush and 
pulled off her coat and goloshes 
and gloves. They all had such 
expectant faces and Father at a 
motion from her untied the string 
and pulled the coat from the pack- 
age. 

“Oh!” cried Father. 
echoed the children. “It is beau- 
tiful.” And they put it on Mother 
and twirled her around and admired 
her. And Father kissed her and 
said she was the most lovely woman 
he had ever seen. 


And then they put the children 
to bed, with their prayers all said 
and visions of the Christ Child and 
Santa Claus floated in a pleasant 
haze through their heads. 


“It has been so lovely, tonight, 
Father. I saved it to tell you while 
we fill the children’s stockings. We 
are going to have company for din- 
ner; for Christmas dinner, Father. 
Such a dear, good old gentleman. 
whose daughters are very thought- 
less and unappreciative. And she 
told, with little embellishments, 
that always pleased Father, all 
about the episode in the store, 
winding up just a bit anxiously, 
now that she had come to think it 
over—“Don’t you think I did the 
tight thing, to invite him to dinner, 
Father?” 

“You always do exactly the right 
thing, Mother,” Father insisted, his 
heart swelling with benevolence 
and pride. “But who is the old 
Gentleman, Mother. Didn’t he tell 
you his name?” 

“Oh—why, yes. He did. He 
gave me his card and I put it in my 
glove. Get my gloves, Father. I 
forgot all about it.” 

With happy eyes they gazed at 
the card and then they both gulped. 
and looked at each other and gulped 
again—and Father gasped incredu- 
lously— 

“My—nmy Boss!” 


And “Oh!” 
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“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
The World’s Favorite Song of Christmas 
By Maupe GARDNER 


Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds first see the light, 
Hear the Alleluias ring; 
Which the Angel chorus sing, 
“Christ the Saviour has come,” 
“Christ the Saviour has come!” 


One of the finest enjoyments of 
Christmastime is to hear the sweet; 
tender strains of this Yuletide song, 
used for over one hundred and 
twenty years, and which will be 
used, no doubt, as long as the 
sacred holiday is celebrated. 

This best known of all our Christ- 
mas songs, perhaps, was written on 
Christmas Eve of 1818, in an ob- 
scure little hamlet among the moun- 
tains of far-away Austria. Yet it 
found its way to every nook and 
corner of the globe, and today, after 
the passing of so many, many years, 
the simple words, with their simple 
music, make tender appeal to 
people of all civilized nations. 

Far up in the Austrian mountains 
nestles the little village of Obern- 
dorf, the birthplace of “Silent 
Night”. To this small hamlet there 
had come shortly before 1818 a 
young priest, named Joseph Mohr, 
to be assistant pastor of Saint 
Nicholas Parish Church. The vil- 
lage school teacher, also the organ- 
ist of the church was Franz Gruber, 
and between the two young men 
there soon existed a strong friend- 
ship. 

It was the evening before Christ- 
mas Eve, 1818, that Fr. Mohr had 
been called to the bedside of a sick 
and dying parishioner, and though 
the hour was very late, instead of 
going straight home, he climbed to 
a point over-looking the village, 
and stood for some time in silent 
meditation. 

The quietness of the night, the 
blinking of the stars, the snow- 
covered mountains about him and 
the twinkling lights of the village 
below made a deep impression on 
his mind and he thought if the 
scene was not something like a 
night in Bethlehem, many years be- 
fore, when the stars blinked down 
on a hallowed manger. 

Musing on this, he returned to 
his church study, and in the hushed 
stillness of the night, his thoughts 


suddenly found clear musical ex- 
pression in the song which we have 
come to know and love as “Silent 
Night”! 

The next day was the eve of 
Christmas. Fr. Mohr hurried to the 
organist’s home with the manuscript 
of the song he had written the 
previous night. In an apologetic 
tone, he explained to his friend: 
“Could you set music to these 
words I have written? They are 
very simple—almost child-like, but 
I thought perhaps they could be 
sung at our service tonight.” 

Franz Gruber took the scrap of 
paper on which the words were 
written, read it with intentness, and 
then exclaimed with enthusiasm: 
“Father Mohr, you have found it— 
the right song!” The organist sat 
down to compose a fitting melody 
for the beautiful words. It was not 
long until the sweet, soft-flowing air 
we now know came to him. “Why, 
it sings itself—your song,” he cried 
to the delighted priest. 

But the organ did not sound in 
the church at Oberndorf that night. 
No doubt the villagers were dis- 
appointed, for they always looked 
forward to the music. But not for 
long. For presently to the accom- 
paniment of a guitar, played by 
Franz Gruber, the clear tenor voice 
of the young priest sang “Silent 
Night,” with a hastily recruited 
choir joining in the refrain. 

It is said that the congregation of 
St. Nicholas Parish Church on that 
Christmas Eve of long ago thrilled 
to the beauty and majesty of the 
song at its first rendition, and at the 
close of the service they gathered 
outside the church to express to 
their young pastor and organist 
their deep appreciation. 

But Silent Night was not printed 
until 1840—twenty-two years after 
it was written. Then out of Europe 
it went, came into our country, 
thence around the world. 

So that small preparation for a 
simple village service one hundred 
and twenty-one years ago was the 
means of producing a song that has 
lived through all that time until the 
present, and bids fair to last for all 
the years to come. 
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The Seminarians of the 
Society of the Atonement 
naold a Novena each week in 
honor of the Holy Ghost. 

Send your Petitions to 


REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 


Seminary of the Holy Ghost 
Brookland, D. C. 




















CATHOLIC WILLS 


The instinct is strong to “keep 
what we have”. Yet when death 
calls us we must go to the grave 
“clutching in our dead hands only 
that which we have given away”. 
If you feel you cannot share your 
earthly possessions now with God, 
perhaps you will be mindful of 
Him and His Missions when draw- 
ing up your last will. You can be 
sure that what you leave to carry 
on Catholic Mission work will 
merit a blessing on your soul, and 
cause your name to be held in 
benediction long after you are 
dead. 


Here’s how you can do it; insert 
this clause in your will: 


"I bequeath to the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., of Gray- 
moor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum 
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O Blessed Mass! At Once Assist- 
ing the Living and the Dead— 
Beneficial for Time and Eternity. 
—St. Leonard of Port Maurice. 


Necrology 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased Subscribers and their near 
Relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 
The number Thirty has been 
chosen because the custom of say- 
ing this number of Masses for the 
repose of a single soul is very 
ancient, being commonly known by 
the name of Gregorian Masses. 
Since these have proved so effica- 
cious for the individual, a set of 
Thirty Masses said on thirty con- 
secutive days must also prove effi- 
cacious, although the number of 
souls prayed for be many, for the 
power of the Holy Sacrifice is 
unlimited. 


The Most Reverend Francis Joseph 
Mostyn, Rev. Joseph Doyle, Sr. Albana, 
Sister Mary Prudentia, Sister Mary of 
Christ Crucified, D.C.; Sister Mary 
Arsius, Sister M. Albana, O.S.F.; 

Edmond A. Cotter, Kate Doyle. 
Edward N. Hamacher, Kate Simms, 
Lena Hayden, Margaret Cahill, Mrs. 
Mary McCauley, Francis Wall, Maria 
G. Cianciolo, Luminata D. Cianciolo. 
Diego Cianciolo, Philip Cianciolo, John 
Cianciolo, Pauline D. Dinova, Lucia 


Cianciolo, Vincenza C. Cianciolo, Pay 
ine Cianciolo, Philip James Giblin, 
John T. Kelly, John Rothwell, Mar- 
garet Murphy, Mary Bowles, Patrick 
Bowles, Anna Hodorosky Rose Me. 
Brien, Mrs. Mary Tierney, Hubert 
Lee, Mrs. Richard Vail, Delia T. Scoll, 
Thomas Ashcroft, Mrs. Mary Ahern, 
Louis Schlicher, Margaret O’Briody, 
James and Ann Kelly, John Sepkowski, 
Mrs. Julia Thompson, James Roger 
Gordon, Mrs. Catherine Kennedy, Mrs, 
Mary E. Kane, Harry T. Kane, Mrs, 
Catherine C. Maloney, Isabella Hinds, 
Karl Ibach, Theresa K. Ibach, John RE, 
Haines, Mary Imelda Coyle, Willian 
Waters, Charles E. Bird, Ellen M. 
Plunkett, Mrs. Mary Mcllvaine, Louis 
Raith, E. T. Condon, Joseph Cairney, 
Mathias Tomanek, Theresa Tomanek, 
John H. Delany, Margaret Cecilia 
Delany, Agnes Delany, Anna Ecken- 
sperger, Donald Joseph Patterson, 
Henry T. Klapp, Mrs. James Burke, 
Alice Brady, John O’Toole, Joseph A, 
Barron, Virginia McNulty, Michael H. 
Kelly, Patrick Gannon, John Keegaa, 
Mrs. Nora Carroll, John F. Swaner, 
Irene D. Kelly, Maria Haley, Florence 
Singleton, Mrs. Murphy, Winifred 
Hickey, Mrs. Cuno Linder, Mary 
Keegan, Michael Brady, Catherine F, 
English, Mary K. Arnold, Mr. and Mrs, 
M. L. Farragher, Mrs. Pauline Bauer, 
Hugh Fullerton, Mary B. Mansfield, 
Margaret M. Sanger, Frederick B. 
Sanger, John Ryan, Sara Ryan, Leo 
Ryan, Dennis J. Sullivan, Mary Haly, 
Jane Kennedy, Cornelius Harrigan, 
John F. Swaner, Mrs. Mary Jane 
Bloome, Frank Lightfoot, Anna Brown. 


It’s Different 


Father John’s 
Medicine is not 
“just another cold 
remedy.” 

It not only 
helps break up 
colds, but builds 
up the body. 

It builds strong 
resistance. It is 
rich in the essential 
vitamins A and D. 

Successfully 
used for 84 years 
—strong proof of 
value. 








Treats Inside —- Where Most 
Colds Are Located. 





